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Dr. Herrin addressed a very timely although sensitive issues with compre-
hensiveness, depth, scientific rigor and candidness. The economic crisis will remain
to be a great challenge to the course of development in this country long after its
initial effects are felt. The short- and long-term effects are expected to be signi-
ficant and to touch every aspect of the so-called total development that remains to
be the ultimate goal of development planning in the country.

As a response to the challenges posed by the recent crisis, the whole govern-
ment machinery was set to motion and allowed to re-think its priorities, strategies
and targets in the light of the setbacks brought about by the crisis and series of
natural calamities. The present paper is along the same line of thinking and does its
share in suggesting possible ways of adjusting/modifying present strategies/programs
to meet the new challenges.

One difficulty in the recent.re-planning is the paucity of data to show the
nature and extent of the effects of the crisis. Herrin addressed this in his paper by
giving the probable responses of different segments of the population to fertility
regulation and therefore the implications to present strategies of the program.

Although Herrin’s paper is more advanced than what was available during the
updating of the Development Plan in the state of information on trends, it is not
completely spared from this difficulty. The exercise on the future course of
fertility in this country has largely remained conjectural in the present exposition
because of the absence of more definitive figures for the recent past. Our more
recent exploration of the 1983 NDS data gives us a good number of indications that
fertility may not only have decelerated in its rate of decline but might have ex-
perienced an upturn between 1978-1982. This is not all surprising in view of the
evidences presented by Herrin himself. In addition, census figures as early as 1975
have been providing some warning signals in the form of declining proportion
remaining single even at older ages and the most recent evidence of a declining age
at marriage provided by the 1980 figure. Likewise, in spite of our modest gain in
the acceptance of modern methods, it remains that the overall contraceptive
prevalence rate is on the decline. The behavior of the population on the more
proximate determinants of fertility together with the adverse influences of macro-
economic factors like GNP per capita, food prices, etc. have worked hand in hand
against the attainment of the goals of our national population program.

These should be regarded as signals for the forthcoming preparation for the
integration plan for population, health and nutritional development of this country.,
Our consolation in the face of difficulty is the advancements being made by the
scientific community in the knowledge critically required in the planning process.








