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Maikling Kabuuan 

Sa rnga sinulat ng mga prayleng.misyonaryu noong ika-16 ar 17 daantaon. marami silang 
rnga hinan!!git na mga pangalan ng mga katutubong namuno diw sa Pi lipinas noong dumating at 
magtat;Jg ng pamahalaang kolonyal ang mga Kastila ditu sa ating hansa . Una sa mga katutubong 
namuno na bnilang hinanggit ay si Raha Kolambu at Raha T upas n~ Cebu, si Raila Katunao o 
S!katuna ng Bohol. Ra.ha Lakandula ng Tondo, Ra.ha Maranda at Sulayman ng Maynila. Gat Pulentang 
ng Bulakan, Gar Pangil ng Batangas. at Mamir!as ng Sorsogon . 

Sa mga nabanggit sa itaas,bukod-canging ang mga Lakandula ang madalas mabanggit sa mga 
pahina ng kasaysayan ng Pilipinas noong panahon ng Kastila, lalung-lalo nasi Don Juan Makapagal 
(ninuno ng dati ng Pangu long Diosdado Macapagal) na kung saan siya ay hinirang sa isa sa 
pi nakamataas na posisyong-militar na inilaan lang ng pamahalaang-Kastila para sa mga katulubong 
pumamg sa kanila . An!! pagkahirang ni Don Juan Makapagal ay dahil sa rnabi~at na papel na 
kanyang ginampanan sa pagsupil sa malawakang rebelyon ni Andres Malong sa Pangasinan. Fran
cisto M:utiago sa Pampanga, Juan Magsanop sa llokos, at Andres Lupan sa Kagayan noong 1661:H661. 
Kakaunti o halos walang nabanggit tungkol sa ibang mga katutubong raha la!o na kung ano ang 
naging kapalaran nila at ng kanilang salln-lahi noong panahon ng Kastila. 

Layun in ng artikulong ito na bigyang-pansin ang pami-·pamilya ng mga nasabing mga 
katutubong raha, ang papel na ginampanan nil a noong panahon ng Kastila, ang naging kapalaran 
nita sa llalint ng pamahalaaog Kastila at kung paano sila trinato ng hull. ang relasyon nita sa ibang 
katutubong mamamayan ng Pilipinas, at ang kahalagahan at kontribusyon ng kasaysayang 
pampamilya (family genealogy) sa pag-aaral sa nakal ipas ng ati ng bansa. 

Introduction 

Tu systematize tax colh.:ction, G overnor General Narciso Clavcria tkcrced 
in I R4X the use of surnames by all Christiani7.cd inhabitants in the Philippines 
from a list of surnames which accompanied said dec ree. His order. however, 
allowed descendants of illus trious native families the option to retain their own 
~urnames if they so decide. t\s a result, most of us today could only trace t)ur 
ancestry up to 1849. 'Ihcre are, on the other hand. other famil ies who could 
trace their ancestry even up to the period before tl1e coming of Lhe Spaniards. 
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' ll1ese arc thl:' families of the desc~ndants of Rahas M<!taoda, J .akam.lula, Katun::w, 
and Tupa~. 

The ahnn~mentioncd R:thas and their descendants were often llH.:ntioned 
hy till' friar-chron iders CVl'n at the outs~.:t nf Spani~h ~.:xphmllions sll\ )Wi ng th:lt 
various places in the Philippines had already evolved a state system even hcf,,rc 
the Sp<miards carne. Many of these phtt:cs wen: aln.:<tdy g.>venH.:d hy lnl'al chiefs 
whose authuriti~.:s and ex tent uf puwers could h~.: ~t'l'll trotll the titles that they 
had ;"L-;surneJ e.g ., ,.aha or rojah m ludYa, fakan, and gar. J'h~~ rc wen: many 
t>tiler twtive rulers other than thl: ahtn.·e-mcntioned ont·s hut they were ll!t:ll

ti tllled o nl y in passing hy available St'lurces. They w.:rc l'urilf Sulayman 11f 

Macavcvc, Pampanga 1: Mamirlas uf lha l,ln, Sors,)gon2: Gar l'ukntan ur llula-:un. 
Gul Pangil and Gal Ginlintan \lf BattJng~.ts3 an\! Magw S alama! ''" 'J,mdn.-1 
Mentio n should also be made nf the. Sultanates of Maguindunao and Sulu wll\lsc 

rukrs were r.:luted t\) the ru.lcrs of Manila and Borncn as could he seen in their 
Se/iseluhs (gencalllgic<ll tables ). 

R.:c~nt ly disCllvt:red documents in the l'hi!irpine National A rch ives :tiS•> 
mcntiont:d their hdrs and descendants of thc ahnvementioncd R<thas. sud! as 
I >•HI i\mhmcio Mag-isa L.adyanghata ("ladyang -bata" mean~ ··yllltng ralw''L <.t 
'' raha hagn" (m:w raha ) wlw wa s mentioned as the snn t)f Rah;l Sul:1yman l.lf 
Manila, a "Lari <t" (tlr Ra_ia) who wa.\ a l,!fandsou nf H:tha Kawnao as w,~Jl as the 
latter's grcat-gra nddallghtcr named Doii:1 Maria Uray ('' uruy" •>r "uraya ·· m,;ans 

"kmalc raja or femak heir ot' the kingllt>m''). and Dof1a l\11enciana La<~yaugh;1ta 
who wa~ the gra nddaughter of Raha Matand<L Succeeding Jes<.'eml:Jll i,\ ;:;ontin· 
11cd tu carry on tht~ir illustriou~ nam(:s as elluld he seen !<)day in such surtJ<~tne~ 
:t~ Puknt:tn, l'un~alaug. Paguio. I..adya, LaJyan~hata. Oray 111' Oray<t. l!ulact ;tla 
Mak.ap~tgal. Capulung, f.apir<t, and So liman. 

Of the :thtlvcmcntitlncJ Rahas and their Jc~c.:ndants , it was lar:;dy tht' 
Lakat td ul;ts wih l wen.· frequently rncntiuned in many Ulll;umcms Juring the Spani'ill 
c ra. h~w or a\ nwst nnthing of thc o th.:r native rulinl,! fam ilies and tll.:ir dtc~cem!

:tnts were sc::Jrcdy mentioned folh1wing the Sp;ttlisb l.:\lll4Unt t)!' tlw l'hi lJ~J)Jllt<S 

What h:tppl·ncd It) them and rhetr dcsccnd:mts <t ttd the rnlcs thcv played ,Jurin!:'
tht Spanish era slutll he the focus 1lf this p;tpcr . 

The Pr~-Colonial Philippine Rahas and t.heir Descendants 

O ne tlf tl1e royal instructions issued to the Spantsh conquis tadorl'\ !'o r ti1c 
conque~ r and christianization 1Jf the Philippines was for t11em Lo hdri.:ud the 
hKal t:hie!s as this cuu!d vitall y assisl them in <ll.:hicving Spanish aims 5 ln the 
pmc~:ss. r~C11rds w~.:n.: kept l:y th.: Spanish eulonial governmclll of those native 
ch id's :md their families who sided with them. The rcenrds were vital for SpuJJ

ish admintstrators u~ they facilitated rhcir id~ntitieaLion i.JS it wa~ ~tandard Spanish 
r•1lit:y Lo grant privilq;cs - anJ extend them tu ~rveral gcneratinns - t11 tllllSt' 
!Ileal Jllh<thitants who helped them in th.: pacificttion and cbris tianizatam Ill' thl' 
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l'hilippin~.:~. On til~.: pan of the desu:nJants. thl'Y wac: fnrceJ tu kl·ep all(! 

update. hlo. rc~.:unh of their n11:mhers as it was a recurrent colonial fl''-!llireiucnt 

l •>r them to pwve their linkCigc with thl:ir anccstnrs who rl·c~.:ivc:J privilc~es 

fnnn tilt.: col.mi<II gl!vcrnmcnt if they wanted tn continue to enjoy said fav\lrs. In 

turn. these prcscn~.:d fm the histnrians \·ita! materials with whidJ the Philippine 

p;tst coulu h.e rcconstructeu. Alu ng this pl!in t. Dr Ludano Santiag•J·~ p ioneering 

work •m the genealogies llf Lakandu!a, Y1atanda. and S oliman h<l~ contrihutcd 

much tu till~ ~tudy o f precolonial P hilipp ine histor y and personagcs 6 With the 

hdp ,,f tlllll'r doeu IHenl new ly-located at the Philippine National Arch i ws the 

a ncestry tlf Clthcr pn:-donial nativt.: rukrs cou ld a.bll he made. 

Nulws Mutan.da. Lakandu fa. and Soliman 's l.ineuge - It is now dear that 

they wen: three different persom and that they were related tu lllle Whllhcr in 

the light ,,r the fact Lhat the Manila /akmu pr:~ctiscd C<l!lsanguinetlUS marriag~s. 

It is highly pwh<Iblc that Raha Matanda. Rahu l.akandula .. and the fmher uf 

Rah<1 s. , Jiman of Manila were hroUiers and that they Wt'n~ the !\<.ln~ of the "king 

ur r .uzun'' mentitlth.:d by Pigafctta ltl 1521 . llle "ki ng <lf [ .uzon" , in turn. wa~ 

the wn nf Sultan Sirip;tJa (or Uu lkeiah) of llornl'U who cunl.juercJ Sclnrong (Dr 

Lumn) during the early years o f the 15Lh ccnturyJ or the three. 1l was Raila 

l .<tkandula who was yuitc prolific and whuse des-=cnJancs were s.m1cwhat t:t>n

~c i en ti ou~ in keeping rc~~ords tlt' the family's privileges granted by the Spanish 

l·ulnnial !!ovcrnment. 
L~aha Matanda (or Raha Ache cl Yic_jn, as the S panian.ls called him ) means 

'' the old chief" uenotiug the fact that he wa~ the previous sovereign •>f M an ila 

and ad_ial·ent provinces. He was uo longer the ruling raha hut Rith<I l .abndu la 

when Lcguzpi came to M ani la in May 1571. r lis heing the former suvcreig.It 

c •'uld ht: ~ccn fmm the ~taccments hy the Spanian.Js themsclws when they 
ucsaihcd Rahu M atanda as "th..: ahso lutc master a nd principal ruler" (Jueii o 

;~hsultito y Principal Cavcza) of Manila and environs. He was in his grandfather 

Sultan Bulkciah llr S iripada's realm in Borneo to marry a nJusin princess wht!n 
l'igafetta l·aptured him in 1521 . 

a. Raha Matanda (or Raha Ache) 
r~~--- -1-

D< >iia 1\.br ia 

Bulal:lala rn . 
f) _ htlxenctu (iucvarra 

v 
D . Phadco (k llerrera 

D . Dionisio de los Santos 
I >a. ( 'athalina 1 !iyas 
l>a. !'otencian<J Ladyang.hata 

Don Arnhrns i11 

: Mag-isa Ladyan~hata 

I 
I 
I 

Sargcnt\J mayor 
I >~~ n r .uis I sa 
( llr Don I.ui~ 
Y!au; 

~ Da. !sahel Salapi m. n. Chrisroval 

~--7 LJ. C~~:~~::va! Punsalang m. Da. 

l Cathalina ll ig 
~ Da. J uana Ina m. D. Nicolal> Talabos 



Raha Matanda (~untinued) 

1 
Sar!!Cilto Mayor J) Luis lsa (•1r Yhll> ) 

.-----J 
l"J ;~. :vtaria A ngda Bnla.:ta Ia 111. f) . .I me ph Ctrah..:,, 

D:L Paula ck los Reyes 111 . D. J\lscph Manud 
l.la. Nic1>Ltsa de la [<.,,s" rn. l>. ]llM:ph de Peralta 
Da . .iiJSl~pha l>Ul.JUCsa 111 . n. Mi~uc l l Jrnall' 
[_)a . Maria Tihayan '1 

I );t. Maria C.-mstansa'! 
- 7 I ). A l,m~,, (iutien.:s '! 

Rail a Solim:lll (11r Raha Yago. as the Spaniards t'alkd him) wa~ :1 JH:ph~~\V 

,,, Raha l'v1atanda and Raha l .akandula. [ k was tht· ;uwintcd SllL'Ct'SSllr ,,r the 
two when the Spaniards c:une i 11 I )7 1. I k . t. ,,,, married a nHlsi n princes~ t'n>m 
ll ••rnen. lk h:td ,,nly <1 S•>ll i~,:;t!lcd R:thang Bag,,. will ' w:~s killed 1->y the Span

tanls iu I S74 during I.imalwng's in va~iun nr M:tni lal ;u1d a d<~ughtcr 11a111ed 
I h1iia Maria I .aran. 

l><t. ln<:"S l)ah itilll m. 

D . Migud lhul<li <Chicf 
ur (.)uiapll l 

J 
I >. Francisco Ilana I Ht. 

I h. C 'lara M,,rah in 

h . Marl't:l" Banal tk San 
Agust i n. O.S.A . 

I )a . tvbria I .arau 

Da. Maria < ininyamat Ill. 

11. /\uf!ustin Tu rin~an 

Raha s,,liman (or Rahang Ylura l hall " hr•Hher Whll wa~ dt:ad alreaJy as th t: 

rct.:•Jrds did not mention his name and wh1> had thrt~c S•>ns. namely D. <iahri.:l 
Tuamhasau, n. Augustin Jc Lcgazpi. <tnd D . (jl•rtmimo Ha!.si. ' fl1..: last lW ll were 
inv,>lved in the 1 )RX Revolt of the J.akans and wert· executed hy t h~· Spaniards. 
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D. Gabriel Tuantbasan 
I 
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Da. Magdalena Balanuuin 
m. D. Francisco 

Dn. Prancisca Acta Da Maria Irangin 

< )ndatau 

I )a. M aria Salarnatac m. 
D. Alonw flaiatac 

n. Augustin de Legaspi m . 

the daughter of Pangira n 
Salalila of Borneo 

D. Sehastian lucan 

Raha I.akandula (or Don Carlos Lakandula. the name the Spaniards gave 
h im when he was cunvcnct.l to Christianity) was the rdgning Raha tlf 'l\1ndo 
when the S paniards carne. lie was the most pro li fic of the ru ling r ;1has t)f 

Manila. Records s howed tha t he hcgot six children. respec ti vely: Don D iou isio 

Capulong (who was chid. of Candava. Parnpanga). Dt>ll M agat Salamat (wlw 
was dud of Tt>tH.lu ami cxn:utcd by the Spaniards following the I :'i~8 Revolt of 
the l.. akans). Don Phclipt: Salonga (who was chief nf Polo. Hulacan) , Doiia 

M aria l'oloin, Dnn Martin Lak<muul a (who entered the Augustinian tmk r < ~~ a 

lay brother in I 590). and D o n Luis Taclocmau (w ho wa~ killed in the l <103 

Chinese Rd.'ellion figh ting the Chinese rebels.) It was the fam ilil:s of Dt;n Dioni~io 
Capulong and D oiia Maria Polo in which fig ured promi nently in the Spanish 

records not nnly because tl.Jey begot many but that many of their des\:o.:ndants 
sided with tho.: Spaniards. 

Don Dionisio Capulong. the eldest offspring of Haha I .akan<lula, hegot 

Don Juan <.ro nzalo Capulong. The latter h egot six offsprings, m1mcly: Dlln J uan 

M acapagal, D on Juan do.: (iucvarra. Don Miguel Alt<Hlso T .apira, Don Nk:olas 
Lacandula, Dona Cathnlina Hinu, and Dun Diego de ( iucvarra . 

D. Juan Ma<.:apagal m. 
Da. Magdaiina Aguirnat 

I 

'.J ... ; · D a. M aria Macap agal rn . D . Joseph Garcia 

D . f'rancisco Macapagal m. Da . NiL·olasa de Leon 
I Ynes Macapagal m. Maria Paula tk V illav icencio 

~ D. Francisco Macapagal 
~ D . Pab lo Macapagal r D. Salvador Macapagal 
~-....;:.. D . Potcnc iano 1\rlacapagal 



D. Miguel t\lfonso l.apint 
I 

I 
D . J ·: u):!~llit> l.apin t Mw.:apagal m. D<t. Cathalina Sinacutn;lnJ:!Iugnd 

~~ I ~an Ma\:;ljl:ll,!~ll m. 11a . Maria l'a~ljll ala 
r--~ I>. Manuel Mac<1pag.al 111. ;t. Da. Maria C:tiHkl<tria Salong;1 
· 1'1. I la. Mar ia h anci;t 

l_:> D. Mi )!uc l l.apira M acapag;d n1. a. l h. Maria ()uill:tll1,! d~ 1:1 C,J nCt:JKi, lll 

h. Da. Cathalin:t P;Jf!llltl 

1>. IJiq!U de CiUl 'V;tff<l 

I 
---------------------------~ t > I ) lkn1<1Jdt> < ·arllls (ian.:iil 1\1 . J)a Mar i;t Pan !!.inauan;tll 

I -'.'> I )a. ~1 agdail.:ll;l 1\!ytlall r .Cllll /.ita Ill. n.~i!,US(III Cr;tlan~ 

b ~ I >:t. Maria Payuan Ill. D. hidro Yumul 
4 D:t. Maria Mandi!: Ill. D. Hartholtllll~ l.i nt:t~ 

Da. Luisa Mandi~! llulactala m . D . .J uan dt: I n1n 
---> Da . Mm·ia Tabilan m . D . Juan l';tgllio ( h~r first 

husband was killed and nanu:J Capn. D. Juan Pal'l•>k\ 

~ D . Augustin Capuh>ng 
r--> D . 1\.:Ufl) ?\1ad!a ll l'-hayan (11\llVt:d h i t\.lanra n. {)UC/Illl) 

4 I >a . l :n>L'hia ( ·ath:!lina llt'lind:tuan 
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Dona Maria Pu!oin was the other pffspring uf Rail a Lil kandul a wh•> was <lS 

fortunate as her hrothcr !Jon Dionisio Capu long . She married D. Alonzo Tctlahos. 

D<l. Maria Pol•>in 111. D. Alnn1.n Talatws r--.. ---·---~r-- - -- ·~ ·~ 

Ua. Juan a !\1alay 111. D . Antonio llanaag 

~ 
Da . L.uis<J { 'and alia Ill. AhlllSO In ran IC 

~· ·-- ·-·--J 
--.;::. D. Sebastian Alonso Infante m? 

! 
- · ·- .. -' 

-.....-;;. Ygnado Alfonso de los Santos 

J )a. M m1ic a Bin a m . 
Sar)!Clllil Maynr 
hnm:ist:\1 Caliuag 

~
~ Juan de In~ Santos 

7 Sebastiana de Ins Angd cs m. C'hristllv:.tl MiJg~au 

Margarita Maria 
Pedro Scrmno 
Maria Silanguin 
:Vtaria Vaklllina 

The Mauh<ul Bran ch of the Lakandulas (Don Pedro Madlaughayanl :8 

Dtl ll Pt:dro Madlanghayan married twice. His firs t wife wa:-. namct l n,,iia 
Franci~c:.t Benavides and it appeared that he did not have any offspring from his 
f'irst wife . l li:; sccnml wife, a printipu/a of Mauhan. Quezon was nam.:cl Doi1a 
l sab~: l de San .J osef. This union begot four o ffsprings, namd y D oila Ursula 
Tahilan. lJ<>tl Josef Mad langhayan. Doiia Jcronima Margari ta. and Doiia Margarita 
Tahilan IT. 
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1. Da . Ursula Tahilan m. D. Pedro Laureano 

~ 
Da. Torna-;ina Tahilan m. D. Santiago Valentin 

-~ Da. Maria Ana de San Miguel 
--7 D. Josef Laureano Valentin m. Da. Fcliziana Maria 

J 
Antonia Valcntin<J 

Da. Juana Pinta 

Da. Fclipa Margarita 

2. D. Josef Madlangbayan m. Da. Clara Buenaventura 

D. Jeronimo Santiago Garcia 
>D. Juan de los Santos m. Da. Margarita Cas tellanu 

Antonio de los Santos 
Joseph de los Santos 
Maria Juliana 
Maria Josepha 

-----;.. D. Simon de los Reyes 
D. Pt:dro Capulong 
Da. Maria Prcsentacion 



Dery, Rahas Katu/lao, l.alumdula, Tupas at Matartda 

3 . Da. Jcromina Margarita m. D. Ignacio de los Reyes 

D. Miguel Capulong m. Da. Maria Asumpcion 

~uana de San Miguel 

§ Ysavcl de San Miguel 

l ·.·rancisca de San Miguel 
Maria Ursu la 
Geronimo Raymundo 
Domingo de Ia Cruz 

Da. lgnacia Samorana m. D. Pasqual Resurrecion 
D. Ventura Marana 

~ D. Claudio Carlos m. Da. Juana Buenaventura 
- ;> D. J oscf Apolonio m. Da. Maria Rosalia 

aria Apolonia 
dro Bernardo 
ana llulactala 

l rancisca Geronima 

4. Da. Margarita Tahilan II m. D. Luis de Ia Vega 

D. Hilario Mateo 
D. Mariano Garcia 
D. Tomas de Ius Santos 

' D. Josef de Sta. Maria 
~ Da. Barbara Pasquala 

Other Descendams of Rahas Matanda, Lakandula, and Soliman: 

Some Descendants of Rajah Soliman (1754) 

Rajah Soliman (Rahang Mura) (brother) 

I (adopted) I 
Don Gabriel Tuambasan 

~ 
Don fo'rancisco Acta 

~ 
Dofia Lucia Guitierrez 

t 
Don Diego de Legazpi 
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r------
1 . D. Lucas Balthazar 2. Da. Nicolasa Calong 

m . 
3. D. f\.-t a.r:tehJ de Ia Crui'. 

D. Pasqua! !lay ton Ilalagtas 

I . D. Sebastian Baltha7.ar I. D. Simon Mamangan 
m. 

a. I>. Mi~uel f\:n.:z. 
a. D. Francisco Perez 

2. D . Nicnla~ Perez 
111. 

J.>a. Maria bpiritu 

3. D. Mathias Perez 
rn . 

na. Lucia Paig.u itan 
I 

a. D. Augustin Perez 
h. 1>. Ciaspar Perez 
<:. D. Nico la~ Perez 

Da. Maria Castillo 

a. Da. Magdalena 
b. Da . Pasquala 
c. D . Juan de Ca~tro 

1!1. 

Da. Manuela Castillo 

I 
i. f> . Casimiro 
i i. D. Mortin 
iii.l>a. Brigida 
iv . D. Vi zcnte 
v. D. bugcniu 

m. 
Da. Augustina Manlapas 

4. D. Mck:hor de los Rcyl~~ 

111. vi . D. F<Justinu Arceo 
Da. Michaela dt:l Rosario m. 

Da . Jcronima Castillo 
2. D. Valenti n Bulagras 
3. Da. JuaulJ Cas tillo 
-l . l>a . Monit:tl Calung 

a. D. tiahricl de lo~ Reyes 
h. D. Vi1.cmc Villa Raza 
c. D . Juan Mang.a li 
d. D . Miguel de los Reyes 

I. D. Bernard11 de [;) Cruz 
Manalast<~S 

111 . 

Da. 1\·taria Juscpha 

I 
a. D . Pcdm Manalas tas 

I 
1. D. Math(,O Sol iman 
11. D. Pedro Gahriel S1Jiirnan 

b. l>a . Mm·ia de Ia Crut 

2 . D. Augustin ue Ia Cruz 
Soliman 

Ill. 

Da. Theresa Cagui t 

I 
D. Miguel Soliman 

rn. 

1). Lorcn~.a Vagas 

:t D. Ditgu Soliman 
111 . 

Da. Au2u~ ti n;.t Cafllllllla ,, I 
1.>. Juan Diego Carmona 



Dt' r\'. J\alras Ka/Ufll/CI. Ltlktuu/ula, litpll.\' til Mat<Uttlt • 

( i~.:nca lugy tlt' the l .apint Ma~.:apagal Clan ( 1758) 

r 
r ), Juan 
Macapagal II 

Ill. 

l h Mar ia 

l'asquala 

I . D . Joseph de 
San Bucn;wcntura 
Macapagal 
h . 172'> 
nt.I7'\0* 
I )a. Cl:tra 
{ ·,Jnn~pd1111 

.\1acapagal 

I 

a. Da . Eut.tatia 
h. 1753 

h. D. Juan Ill 
h. 17'\5 

c ))a Mar ia 
h. 1757 

I >on Carlos I .acandola 

I 
Don Dion isio Capulung 

I 
I }t)IJ Juan ( iouzalo Capu lung 

I 
I 

Don Miguel Alfonso J.apira 
Ill . 

Da. Maria l! in a j 

I }t)IJ Eugenio Lapint Macapagal 
m. 

Da. Cathalina S inac.:umanglug<>Ll 

D. Miguel l.apira D . Manuel 
Maeapagal 

m."' 
Macapagal m. 1752* 

I . l>a. Maria 
Candelar ia 
Salonga 

2. I >a. Maria 
Franc ia 
(no i ~sucl 

I 
I. D. Juan Lapira 

Mantpagal y. 
Salonga 
h. 17 10 

m. l 734 
2. Da l.ucm 

l'alanauan 
Sadye y Dam1n 
h. 171ft 

I 

m. 

l. Da Martina 2. l>a . Cathalina 
Qu inaug de Ia Pagu io 
Concepcion 

I . Dun Ju<1n 
I .apira 
h. 17 1R 
m.l741* 

lJ . Vizcntc l .apir;t 
Macapagal 
h. 1752 

Tht. A lwrta Agatta 
Bin :~ Ma~:apagal 

a. Da. Maria Vizcnta a.Da. l'etrona 
h. I73X b. 1741 

h. Da. Maria Lorenza n. Da. Lorenza 
b. 1740 b. I 743 

c. D . Kaphacl 
h. 1742 

c. D. Chris toval 
h. 1745 
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d. Du. Angela J . D. Nicolas 
Sussaua h. 17)1 
h. 1744 

c . D. Enri4uc c . Da Vicenta 
2. D. Eugenio h. 1747 h. 17)4 

J .apira f. D. Joseph f. Da. Ri tta 
Macapagal Gregorio b. 17)5 

m* b. 1749 ,, ,. D. Manuel Vizcntt 
Ua. F.sc.:nlas tica g. D. Juan h. 1757 
lknitu b. 1752 
Macapagal h. Da. Ritta 

h. 1754 
i . D . Manuc.:l 

h . 1757 

Ia I [h. I !c.: I 

( icneah1gy 11f the l.upi ra Macapagal ('Jan ( 175X > - co ntinued 

Ia[ 

a. 1>. ( iaspar 
h. I BS 

h. D. Salv:tdur 
h. 17:N 

h. I Bn 

lhl 

2. D. Joscrh l.apira 
Macapagal 

m. 1741 
Da. Cathal ina 
Candc lari:t 
Hagamunda 

I 
:1. D. Manud 

h . 1744 

•cun:.<mgUinc<lU~ marnagc 

k l 

2. D. M;ulltcl 
l .apira Macapagal 
h . 1722 
111 . 17:'i0* 
Da. Niclllasa 
r agu ill 

D. lkrnan.Ju 
h . 1752 

:t D. M iguel 
h. 1734 
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h. D. Miguel 4. 0 . .Jost:ph 
h. 1745 h. 1736 

l.'. I>. Juan 5. I>. Juan 
h. 174') h. 1741 

d . 1>. Nicolas 6. L>a. Florcntina 
h. 1754 & 

c . D. Yii.ClltC 7. Da. lh:rnarua 
h. 1757 h. 1743 (twins ) 

< icnealogy Dt' Don Pedro Mallari Macapagal ( l SX2) 

fa I 

l >. )llseph < 'apulong 
m. 

f>a. Maria Alangcasalm 

I 
I>a. Nan.:isa Capulong 

m. 

D. Domingo l'uguio 

I 

[bl 

D. Sutcrio Macapagal 
nl . 

Da. Ines Payoan 

D. Joseph Macapa!_!al 
m . 

Da. Jo~cpha Muluung 

I 
l>a . Maria Cirada 

Pagui,, 
1796 --- 0 . Pedro Macapagal 

l . I>. Quirino Macapagal 2. Da. Maria Josepha 
h. 1797 m. I 826 

rn . l.-1 X21 - Da. hllncisca D. Francisca 
Punsa!ang y Diaz Mallari 

I 
I> . Hm:navcntura 

h. IX 14 

h. 1:-!04 

> a. D. Pcdru 
Mallari 

Macapagal 
h. lS27 
h. D. Jose 

h. 1772 
m. IX 19 

2. Da. Cicrtrudes Ciarcia 

Salas I 
3. Da Milcncia Macapagal 

h. I X20 
Ill . 1 ~3() 

D. Pl.!dro <Tomcz y Cu<.lia 

I 
a. Da. Rosa (Jt>mcz 

h. tx:n 
m. 

Da. Mariano Mandap 
b. 1832 
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m.2.- 1820- Da. Maria Guadalupe 
Parna11dan y Ruan c.Da. hlorncna 

I b. 1s33 
a . Dll . Potcnciana 

h. 1821 

b . Da . Lon:nza 
h. l /i22 

c. D. Ciriaco 
h. l X2-l 

d. D. Pio 
h. JX 29 

~~ . D. Maximo h.:rnando 
h. l X32 

f. l >a. Fdipa Prudcnda 
h. l~ ~4 

g. D . Akj <Lildn.l 
h. tlrn 

m. 

m. 
D. Vicente Cuyugan 

d. D. Grcgori ll 
h. lR35 

e. D. Nicomedes 
h. lX40 

D a. Rcducinda Ma~:apag<tl <'apulong 

m.3.-J!(17-Da. YJlcntina (i;tlan g y G:m.:ia 

a. Da. L varis ia 

h. 1l09 
h. I>. !{,)saurn 

h. ) .~4 1 

h. Da. Esterauia G,Jmcz 
h. !X40 
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<icncah1gy nf the l'u nsalang-Vcrgar<~ Clan (IX83l 

~---

I . IJ;I. .I u~cr h a 
Yer~ara 

h . l~ln 

I 

D. l li poliln 
( iuC\·arra 

I 
a . I>. !Vbrialhl 

( j Ue\'~trra 

" Js ... n 
nL I X73 
I l ;t. I .Iu.:i;t 
P:tll1:.t1Hiilll )' 

l';unirlluan 
I 

1>. M<Jthia~ 
t> . lXf>X 

h. I ><t. /\mhrosia 
( i uev:tr<I 

h . I ~-l'\ 

111. IX7...t 
n. 1\ lhenn 
Tinhlll~ll y 
I .uho 

I l . < 'rio;ostornll 
( iucvarra 

h. lX4X 

2 . I>. l<osal io 
Vergar<J 

h. IX 17 
111. 

I> a. I >ionis ia 
< iuillcrnh) 

a . I> . I :spiridion 
Veq.:ara 

h. I X3/\ 
Ill. 

I> it. h111qa 
l'amandannn 

i. I>. Titu 
h. 1 X'i'> 

ii . 1>. l 'clipc 
iii . I >. Macariu 

Dnn Vail:ri:llhl de 
Vergara 

Ill . 

Dnfia Maria 
Rita /\ rcl'l ) 

I 
I >o n Vil.t:llll: 
TnliH-!llilino de 
Vergara 

h 177') 

:n . 
l>11iia Siln:rio.J 
de I<~ ( 'nt l. 

3. J> . Man.: <~s 

Vergara 
h . IX22 
Il l. 

Da. 1-'etmn<t 
Pang an 

I 
:1. n. /\ndrc~ 

Vergara 
m. IX7-I

Da. ( ircguria 

Salvad11r y 

Y ;mJhao 

t>. I>. Elias Vergara 
h. I X'i5 

4 . 1>. Franl·isco 

Vergara 
h. IX24 

Ill. I X42 
Da. Ferm i ll<t 

Pan~an 
.. I 

a . P . 1\h:jand ro 
Vergara 

II!. I X71 
I >a. Juana 
f\·1ac:tliJII l y 

Bin uya 
1'. T>a. J u:tna 

\' er~ ara 

c . 1>. hdali11 \ \ : rg<tra 
11 1. IX7l 

Da. N ic11lasa 1\n:;.clcs 
h. I>. Lcnno:ia V~.!rgara 

111 . IX71 
D:t. Ykcnla 
Carlos y 
Cthn:ra 
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<ienealogy of the Punsalang-Vcrgara Clan (18R3)- continued ,-
5. D. Vicente fl . Da. Maria 7. D. Hilarion 8. D. Marcelo 9. Da. Luda 

Vergara ( 'onccpcion 
h. I X2fl Vergara 
m . h. 182X 

I. Da. Paulina m. 1847 
Pangan D. T nmas 

Punsalang 

1 

> a. n. Mariano 
Punsalang 

h . IX4X 
h . D. (juiJiermo 

Punsalang 

h . 1851 
c D . Casimiro 

l'unsalang. 
d . I Jn . hltlsti na 

Punsalang 
c . 11 . Nicol as 

Punsalang 
f. T>a. Maria 

l'unsalang 

g. l>a. /\ntnnia 
Punsalang 

h . Da. Euscbia 
Punsa laug 

Vergara 
b. 1831 
m. 1849 

Da. Dolore:,. 

Macapaga l 

a. D . Panta-
lel) ll 

Vergara 
m. 1872 

Da. Maria 

Gucvarra 
y Camaya 

h . f> . Jus tn 
Vergara 

h . 185(1 

c . D. Alipio 
Vergara 

h . I 85tl 

Verga ra 
b. urn 
m. 

l>a. Anastacia 
( ~ones 

a . Da. Hcrmc-
nig ilda 

Vergara 
h. 185 1 

b . D. Damian 

Vergara 
h. IX6 1 

Verg ara 
h. llB5 
rn. 1852 

D. Cipriano 
Mem1do y 
Buan 

a . D . Juan 
Mcrcad') 

m. 1874 
Da. p,llcn-
ciana I ) in -
nisi11 y 
(iUZl)lll 

h . D. Anasta-

cin Mercado 
lll . 1877 

na . Laureana 
Manalili 
y ( ·nncs 

Rulw K£1/unuo and his [)escendams - Raha Kmunao was hi.'Hcr known as 
the Raha of B\)hol who e xecuted a hlood cnmpm:t with l .c)!azpi an event that 
was imnw nal izcd hy JuaJl !.una in one of his Wllrks . During h is ti me. thl.' 
Bnhulalli1S wac feared warriors hoth a t sea and un la nd. "!he friar-chr,,nidcr 
foray Franc iSCll C'n mhcs trac.:cd the lineage of Raha Kalllnall up tll lh\.' I nt:JO's. 
Tnday. the Munook famili es of Allen , Samar and the !·:~candor families ll f 
( iubat . Sl)rsoglln traced their lineage to the illustrious !<aha Katunall . 



? 

J 
Lariu 

J 

Vny. fl.alws Karumw. I J:Jkondu/o, 7i1ptt•· tU MattmtiLI 

Raha Sikatuna (or Raha Katunao) 

Dailisan 
(killed in 

a batllc with 
the Tcrnalans) 

J 
Pagbuaya 

I 

D. Pedro Manook 

l 
Dona 

Magt.lalcna 
Haloyo~ 

6:\1 

D . Clonznln Maglcnti married Duiia Maria Uray 

~ 
D. Pedro Cabclin 

The Esc~dor C lan 
of Gubat. Sorsogou 

lhe Manook C lan 
uf 1\Jlen. Samar 

Tksidcs their illus trious lineage and linkage with the rulers of Borneo une 
could alsu sec that many of their descendants con tinued In carry n n several 
meaningfu l appellalions: "ladyanghata". "raha mura", "raha bagu··. "hulm:tala", 
"rnndlanghay<m". ''hiyas". "lakandula", '' lari:t ", and "uray". These an: surnames 
which cunveycd the illustrious ancestry of the persons wh u carried them. It is 
interesting l\J note !.hat even the female descendants carried the appel lation 
''ladyanghata " or "uray", bnth terms mean "female ruler or female heirs of the 
kiugdom". These appellations could be seen in I~ aha Lakandula's gr~mddaughter 

who was ca lled Ouiia Potenc ia na Ladyangbata and Raha Katunao's great-gra nd
daughter called Do na Maria IJray. Suc h appel lations. in turn. highlight the fact 
that even before the coming of the Spaniards lhcn: were women who wl!rc ru lers 
in some places in the Philippines . Last ly. it is apparent that many of them were 
beautiful as cou ld he seen in Ruha Matanda's daughter named Doiia Maria 
llulactala (nr Bulac lac ng tala) and g randdaughter named Doila Cathalina Hiyas 
and Rah a Lakandula's great-great -granddaughter named Dona l .uisa Mandig 
Bulactala . Bulactala is the corrupted form of the phrase "hulac: lac ng tala" which 
lit.:rally means ·· beauty of the Llawn ". 

'lhc passage of time and the spread of Christianity gradual ly contributed to 
the disuse:: of such colorful indigenous appellati ons a nd the adoption of western 
s urnames which helpe-d in no small way to the Rahas· descendants to rhcir 
fo rgetting or their great lineage. 

The Rahas and their Roles during the Spanish Era 

To hefricnd lot:a l ch iefs and to use them in U1eir con4uest and pacificatio n of 
the Phi lippines was one of the royal instructions to the con4ttistadores. {1ovcruor 
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(iencral Guido de Lavezarcs' laconic reply to the cri ticisms against his adoption 
of harsh measures in pacifying the Philippine inhabitants that "we earn~.: lwn· in 
ohedicnce to your orders" demonstrate that the conquistador..:s followed such 
instructiuns. This could be seen in huw th ey dcu il wi th such native chiefs to win 
over to their side. 

Rufw Katrmao and his V esccndants - Better ktwwn as Ratla Sikat11na. 
Raila Katu tHll) was the native chief nf Bohol who made a hloo(i C11111pac t with 
M iguel Lopez <.k Lega1.pi. After this historic sanduguun, nothing nH>rc was 
me ntioned ahout him except when he wa~ ahout to <.He and was l·nnwrtc<.l tll 
Christianity itt 1507 at the age 1)f 120 years oldY hanciscn C(lmhcs. a .ksuit 
ch ronic ler, rortllllatdy Wf ()tC ::t nd published his \V\.lfk lll ](1()7 whcrt• he described 
in detail !<aha Katunao <tlld his dcsecndams and how they hdpcd thc Spa_n iards 
cnllLJllCr <tlld C1li1Vt.:rt the lantl and its inhabitants . 

Comhcs n;uTated that when Legazpi m-rivcd in Cl.:hu nwny native ch iefs 
~ubsl:LJuCntly came a nd hcfrknJcd him, llllt: nf them W<tS l'<tg huaya. a s,111 uf 
l<.<tll<t Katumll >. Presumably. Pagbuayu dlosc pruucncc ~~vcr valor wht:n he wit 
n~:sscd a dem,)nstr~ttinn 1>f tile Spw1brc.ls' mi litary supcrinrity . Thus. he nptcd tu 
be friendly with them. Pagbuaya then hrought I .egazri to l'angh111 lslamL llll 
Cehu. which wa~ the ~cat or his t"<tther·, realm. It was h~:n.' that the llistnric bi\Jml 
compact was fl>rgl."d hC\V.' CCJl Raha KalUlllhl :tnd r .eg:tzpi. 

fln known to many of us today, nne o r tlJG ~;onJiti,,ns of tllt: sanduguan 
parti..: ipants was Lltal th\~Y wt:re uhligcd 1t1 help l~ach 1>1hcr. The astutt: l.\~l! a1.pi 

(this was the reason why h is fdlnw-Spani<mls called him '"El AdehHH,Kh<') did 
tlllt ht:8il<ltt' 1\l exploi1 this to achicVl' Uw goal~ llf his expedition. lk invukcd 
this sand11guan h> make Rah<t Kututta\l anJ his kin help tht: Spaniard s in their 
campaigns to cunquer and ..:unvert the illhahitants of Lu1.nn. the Vi~ayas. 

Mindanao. <Jild L'VCil BonH::1>, \1alacca, Tern ate. and ( 'amh11j:L Se\'cr:tl h11atlm1ds 
of Raila Katuu ao·s kin and f\)ll,lwcrs j11ined Legazpi in the Cl>llLJUest o l tlw Bik.ol 
!"Cj!.LIJll anu Manila. l.aria , llll\: nf Halla Katll lHJO·~ ~ralldMlll~. :tbly aided the 
Spuniards in l'11ll411eri ng Mai:h.:c.L and Tematc and in <tt k:1st st·ven military 
t:xpenuit.iDsn ag.ain~t the Sultan Ill" Sulu . And su Wl:rc Dt>n l't'·i.1r•> Mml\loli. and 
))pfla Magd;tlena Uak>yog. Sill! and daughter 11f Pag.huaya. 1Vlatl1Hlk was wit ll 
Lcgazpi in the Spanish conquest of the Bikol rqdon. rvlan ila . and Mindan<lll . lu 
tJile of the bal tks against the forces of the Sulu Sultan, the laHcr was alnliJSt 
L'<tpturcJ hy Mmlilnk. Mallthtk was l:lLcr nHJvcrtcJ Ill { 'llristinlaty and. nearin.:; 
de<itll , willed that he he bu ried in !ht: C<tthcdral llf Cchu. Dofi~t Mag<.lalcn:·t 
BalnyPg, thwugh her influence. tremendously hclpGd th ~.: Spani<trd~ subjugate 
the Suhauuns nr Mindana,·t and surpre~s au uprising in Bmuan . 

II was Doii<t Maria l.lray. a Jaughtcr or Man uok, who cpitomizcd wltat the 
Spaniards. especially the t"riar-mi~sit>naries. tlcsin:d ill the nati ve inhabitants . 
Con vcrttu tU Clmstiani ty, sln: became a paragllll or Cll ri ~tian Vlrtlll'S. Mllrcvcr. 
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her wnvt:rsion greatly aided the Spanish efforts to spread Christ ianity in the 

Visnyas and Mindanao. Effmts of hl:r kin who were enemies of the Spaniards to 

win her ovcr tn tht:ir side proved futile. This coukl he seen 111 the incidents 

h~.:twccn her and the Sultan uf Sulu . Thrice the Iauer proposed marriage and 

thrice she turned him down - much 10 the Jclight ot' lh~.: Spaniards who were 
worried hy an alliance hetwecn tl1c JohJans and the Hohoi:.liillS, hnth fcan~d fM 

their valor and hravcry. It may be presumed that the Sultan's propos<Jb were the 

latter's auernpts lo forge just such an al liance against the Spaniards. 

Dt )iiu Mari;~ Uray married her second cousin, Dnn Gunzalo Maglcnti, the snn 
or Laria wht) was the first cuusin of Man,)ok. I .ike his predecessors, D on (i ,nlzalo 

Magknti faithfully served the Spaniarlls. From age seven, he already acet,mpa

nieLI his f<.~ther in the latter's mil itary campaigns with the Spaniards. At'lcr thirty 

years ur ~crvice. he set <L recorLI unequalled allh>ng tbe n;llivc all ies t)f the 

Spaniards hy killing IIh)re than two hundred foes in single Ct}mhal. hither Cumhes 

C\lffiinentcd that no less tlltlll Rajah nuisan or M aguindanall, also a feareLI t'ij;hter 

and the f:Jth~.:J of' the famous Sultnn Kudarat, had a ht:althy respect !'or Maglcnti. 
Magknti subjugated ror the Spaniards mort: th:.ln sixty leagues (nne league = 
four miles) of territory in Mindanno, from l'angil Bay to Zamhnanga h1.~side~ 

prtwidiug many men who served as Stlldicrs, sailors, anti pilnts for the Spanish 

vessels. 
In all th~.: scrvk:cs they n.~JI(h:rcd for the Sp:mbrds. Raha Katunao and hi~ 

kin rel·used to accept rewards or payments from the Sp<1niard~ presumably aware 
that the lattcr had nothing to give at the uutsct or their conquest and christianizatinn 
nl the Philippines. Later, privil~.:ges such as exemptions frt lnl trihutes. personal 

sc> rv ice~. and appointments to the military rank ur Macstrc Je campo (lll:istcr uf 
campl wcrc hcstmwd nn Raha Katunao's descendants r, ,r hy tlwn, the Spaniard:<. 
were already in a pnsitiun to reward them and the former, in turn, were ;t lready 

impoverished hy the numerous expenses they shouldered in waging Spai n 's 
w:trs . 10 

It is interesting tP mention at this pt>int the family history or the l~scandor 

Clan or (iuhat, Sursogun Pri)vincc. Accordin g tn this Clan's lnrc. M<tnonk was 

their ancestor t~nd was a descendant of Raha Sikawn:t. It alst> mcnlitllled that 

M anuuk had two ~isters who su!len:Li a sad fate in the hand~ ~,f the Spa niards 

fnlh>wing M;uwuk's death. The friars allegedly tried tu ronven them but they 
rduS(..'\1. Tl) avoid persecuth>n. rhcy fled tn Samar where their descendants con

tinue to reside, especially in the town or /\Jicn 11 

Rvha Tupas and his J>escendants - Raha Tupas appcarni i 1 11 tlw pages o l 

Philippine histmy when Sp<Jnish accounts mentioned hilll as the ch ie f o f Ccnu 

wht•n I .cgazpi came in l56."i. ll1e negot.iatiuns that transpired bet ween them was 

cappcd hy an agrt:cmclll, one or the conditions was that the Cchuanos undt·r 

Raha Tup;ts "agn:ed ttl pay trihute to the Spaniards". 12 L ike what h~.: d id to Raha 

Katunao, I .cga~.pi <.~lso enjnined Raha Tupas to prove his friendship with the 

Spaniarlls hy hclpi ng t11em in the conquest and conversion of other isbmt.ls and its 
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inhabitants. Thus, several boatloads of Raha Tupas' kin and followers were with 
Lcgazpi in the conquest o f Kabikolan and Manila. After th is, nnthing more was 
mention ed about Raha Tupas and his desccndauts. 

Sometimes on May 12, 1692 a Don Phelipe Tupal>. ::;,>n of Maestre de 
campo Don Francisco Tupas. petitioned the colonial govcrnmciJt that he bt: 
allowed to inherit the cncomienda composed of thirty trihutcs of vagabonds 
(treinra lributo.\ de vuganwndos) which the Spanish e1>hmi:tl government awanlcJ 
to his late father in 1663. Were these Francisco Tupas and Phdipe Tupas the 
grandson and great-g randson of the illuMrious Raha Tupas who was bapt ized hy 
T .ega1.pi with the name ''Felipe·· in IH1110r of King Philip II of Spain'l Altlh>ugh 
the document gave no definite detai l regarding this maucr. it is implicit in the 
S<.~id document that they were hoth Raha Tupas' descendants for it stated th<tt they 
were hoth appoimed to the military rank of Maestre de l'lii!IJIO which the Span
iards reserved only for native chiefs who <tided them hcsides menti11ning that they 
were the ftlrmer ch iefs of the inhabitants of Cehu anu !ligan (IJ IIC lo es w :lunl ric 
los nulurales de los Prm·incias df lehu y '!ligan). Lastly. their ht'ing a rc.cipient 
nf an encomienda strongly suggcstcJ that they were of Raha Tupa),· lineage since 
such award of small CJH.:omicndas were reserved hy the cuhlnial guvcrnmcnt to 

dcs<.:cndants of local ch iefs who served Spain 13 

Raha Matandu lind his Descentltmts - Today, Raha Matanda':-; identity was 
now e~tablishcd . l]c was Raha :'\che who, as a youth. w rL.; <.:apturcJ hy Pigak11a's 
group ill l :'i2! . He was the grandson of Sultan Siripada (or Bulkciah) of Borneo 
and the latter's kapitan-laut (chief of the naval forces ) hesid~:s heing the mn 1>f 
the "king ot" Luzon". SiripaJa married Princess Putri La.Ha Men Chanci, daugh
ter of Datara or Su!u . ·nllls. R:tha Matanda unit.t.:ll the mlin g families uf Manila. 
Sulu. and Borneo. The Spaniards thcm~elves noted and rccognit.\~J the preemi
nent position Ra.lla Matanda cnjnyed viz-a-viz the ruling rahas 11t" Mani la and 
neighhoring provinct~S by describing him as "the acknuwlcdgcd ah~olute ma~tcr 
and priJJcipal ruler o f the nthcr rukrs of ttw inhabitants in these Islands and to 
whom all paid him trihutes" (drmio ahsoluto v Principal Cuve:w de olru r de 
\·asa!los de esras Ys/us y que solo tW pugalw tribrtlo w1ade sinu antes sefe 
pagaban a el . ... l. 

I .ike what other ruling rahas did wht'll Legazpi c;unc. R<tha ivlatandu a lsu 
proferrcd fri~:nJ~hip to tht: newcomers. When Legazpi arnved at f\1anil:t Bay in 
May 1571. Raha Matanda and his kin, such a::; <lat Pult.::n tang 11f Bu lac:m . met 
and welcomed him. He wa~ the f irst of the local rahns whom Lq!at.pi gi fted in 
recognition of his ,,rfcr nf friendship. In fact, the Spani;u·ds proudly c: laiml:d that 
Raha Matanda was the first to recognize Spani!>h nuthority <l11d the first \1) he 
convened tu Chri~tiauity ;.mhnlg tht.: lut.:al rahas ({ue f!! primcro rfll l! n·civio e/ 
Swu:to Buuptismo). It was also thmugh his efforts that many of his relatives and 
followers followed his fxample. 

Raha Matauoa·s L"1lll version made the Spanish conquest llf Manila and adja
cent provinces less sanguine and preduded nnti-Spanish efforts by some uf his 
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less cnnci li atory kin and fo llowers. This was dcm,mstratcd in I 571 when sl!me of 
n:lativcs :md folluwcr~ plotted to rise in arms ;mJ d rive <~way tJle Spanian.ls. II i~ 

opposition made the pi<Jn fail to materia lize - much to the ddight ,,r the worried 

Spanian.b . Because uf this, his conversion and friend.~hip with the Spaniards. 
Lcgazpi a llowed Raha Matanda to continue h> rcccivt: a third 1Jf a ll the trih ll!es he 
prev iously received from his fo)h)wers fnr the rest of his life. Unforlunately. 
Ra.ha Matanda died soon after he was cotlvertei..l anJ failed to en,ioy said privi
lege. 

<Jratdul for all t.ht: things that he did for the Spaniards, no less than 
l.egazpi and twu seninr Spanish captains personally ~;arri ed anJ illterred Raha 
Matanda's murt<d remains right in front 11f the main altar nf the Carhe<.lral in 
l ntramums (dif'lru Ade/untudv y dos r:upitune.1· /e ffevuron u en/error t'n Ia 
YRiesia Mcn·or de esta Ciudad jumo al altar muyor). 

lbha Matanda's two sons (Don Amhroci1l Mag-isa L adyangbata and Don 
I .uis Yluo ) and daughter (Dona Maria Bolaetala) appeared !11 have been luke

warm to the Spaniards following the old raha·~ tkat.h . Thus. many years passed 
1->cfore the privileges and exemptions from tributes Wld polos y scrvicios pcrsnnales 
pfllmiscd hy Lcgazpi to Raha M atanda were implemented by !.he Spaniards . It 
was only done in 1612 when the gramkhildreu o f Raha Matanda- and rcit~rated 
hy his great grandchi ldren in 1671) - petitiuncd !.he Spanish cnlonial government 

that they enjoyed said privileges. 
From their once vast durnain in Manila and Bulakan. Raha Matanda's 

dcscendauts moved their residences ll! the towns of Malatt: and Taguig. Their 
appointments as Maestrcs de Camp11, Capitancs. and Cabezas de harangay brought 
them impovcrishnJelll. 'lneir appointments l\} said positions forced th~.:m tn shuul
der innumerable expenses and duties for and in hehall' of the Spanish coloni<JI 

gllvt:rnmeu t (such as tribute col le~.:t i ons and fighting Spain's wars) which !.he 
latter failed or elm veuicntly forgot to repay . The passage llf time even tually 
fnund the descendants of the leading raha of Manil a and environs. wh o wa.~ o nce 
!.he kapitan-laut and grandson of the Sultan ui Borneo and son of the king of 
Lu1.0n. so destitute that they couli..l not even pay the media unutu (ti tle fee) 

hcfon: they cmdd enjoy said pr ivileges. '!his could ht: seen in !.heir I C19f. petition 
to the Spanish colonial gnvernment where Raha MatanJa's descendants pleaded 
that they he entitled to enjoy the privileges that their great <Jnccstor 1\0L'C enjoyed 
- at least. that 1)f heing exemptt:d from the polus. personal services. a nd uih
uws.14 

Ralw l.akwtdu/a t11ld his LJe.w:endants - Raha Lakandulu (•)r Dlln Carlos 
Lakandulal was the mling raha of Tondil when Legazpi came ro Manila in 1571. 
lk was. 

. .. Lurd and most principal of the town of Tondo, and of the 
1>thcr surrounding town s. whose inhabitants paid him tribute and 
vassalage and other recognition as their natural Lord. and when 
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.ships from China came to this Bay, they similarly puiu him dutit~s and 
andwragc fees, ht' rcm<Jving their sail~ and rudder fo r thi~ purp• >~c. 

and tak iug their merdwm.lise hy paying hull" its valu~: and the •Hla:r 

half the lll:xr year, withnut any 1Hher natives hetll l! a ble tn huy any
thing from the Sangleyes hut only front tht· s<~id La-:anth•lu. r"r~>!ll 

w h id1 he had much profit. ... 

The Sp<mish arcount further mentioned that the above prcrngatives wert· '\·cdeJ" 
hy Raha l.akandula tn the Span iards follow ing his l"nnver~i <Hl that he and the 

rest uf his kiu hccamt: colle~.:tors oi trihutes and duties "f<>r His M<tjcsty" .1) 

Raha Lakandula, together with his kin whu were alsu ~.:hicfs ' 't nt·arhy 
towns. met and welcomed Lcgazpi when the latlcr arrived in Manrla fr,JJn Cchll 

in 1571 . "lltcreaftcr. what de dil! greatly delighted Legat.pi auJ till' Spaniards as 
such act~ wen; nut done to the latter by al l the prcvhms Inca! nthas with w twm 

they dealt with . Rah <J. Lakamlulu huilt a hnllsc anJ a f llrt t'nr J .q~•vp i and his 
men and gave them founccn pkcc:; of artillery <tnd twdw jar~ , ,f gun-1wwJc.:r 
which proved very invaluable ior the Spaniards' early l:•mqm·sr:; of Pampanga 

and Bulakan. 
The raha evenrually accepted Span1sh sovc:rcigmy when he anJ hi' Sl)ll~ 

Don nionisio Capulong and D.m Luis TacllK!llal> c!mhraccd Christianity. Ilh 
Cl>nvnsion gradually led to his reduction a~ a mere subordinate of the Spaniards 
and the loss uf hi~ prcwgatives as "lord and principal of Tondn··. J, ,tm Fmem;ul 
t~nmnu:ntcd that "Lacandola appears to have heen regan.kd lll<lfC a.' a ~crvant hy 
the Spaniards ... tlmn <L\ a free ally." 16 This l'mtiJ he ~ccn 111 the varinus nn:a
sions where Lcgazpi utilized him ami his kin to advance Spanish aims in thl' 

Philippines. When Martin de Cioiti began undertaking prcpmations f,, r tltl." C<>n
'-ittCst of ll<unpauga and nearhy place~. Lc:ga1.pi -:alled r.:r Raha l.akandul<~ and 
inh 1rm~:d t11c la tter tha t to shnw his fidelit y to the Spanbh king Ia: ~ hPuld join 

M<trlin de <ioiti f11r if so great a chief like LakanJula wnuld gt' wirh the Spamards 
it wuuiJ tlwn he easy for the latter to uvcrcl}mt: the Pampang•>~ and sccur~· their 
allcghtnce fur the Spanish king . l.akandula not only agn.:td tl' jnin the Spaniards 
in the conquest of P:unpang<1 and Llulakan hut he also fitted two joungas 11i native 

sll ldicr'- led hy his kin (a jmrnga wa~ a naval warship cumnwn in 111aritimc 
Southc;ast Asi;a and capable M C<1rrying .300 men ). Tne suct'ess ••f this m ili tary 
l."Otcrprise was lurthcr abcHcd hy the f~tct 1ha1 Raha Lakand ula's Sil!l. Dl•n I >ionisitl 
C':tpulunf. wal> I he ch icf of Cc.tndava aud Arayar. Pampanga. 

In 1574, I.imahong invaded Mani la and alnh >s t put <tll end 111 tiK lkdglin~· 

Spanish cn l,)nial olllpn.<.l in the Philippines. Ra.ha Lakandula's timdy allll invalu 
able ass is tance extended to the: Spaniards averted a P•'ssihlc disaster h1r the 
latter in spite of the fact that. in the con fusion !"0llnwiug LinUlhong\ attacks. 
lWt> young rahas who were Lakandula's grandnephews wt:t-c killed hy the Span
iards. 
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Lcgazpi. a lways farsighted , treated Raha Lakandula and his kin with defer
ence. tact , and promises to keep them as a faithful ally. The raha. however. died 
witllou t seeing lhc Spaniards fulfill what Legazpi promised for Legazpi, too. clied 
a few mont.hs follo wing the raha's death . The death of Legazpi. on the other 
hand. uid not preclude those who succeeded him from using the same methods to 
keep Raha I .akandula's descendants faithfully adhere to the Spanish side. Thus, 
Do n Dionisio Capulong, Raha Lakandula's e ldest son. was with t.he Spaniards in 
the latter's pacific<Jtion campaigns against the inhabitan ts of Cagayan . Camarines, 
Ytui (now Nueva Vizcaya), Zamhales. and even in one of the Span ish expeditions 
to { 'ambuja. Another sun of Raha Lakandula. Don Luis Taclocmao. demonstrated 
exemplary valor and getting ki lled in the process. substantially helped tile Span
iards suppress the Chinese rehcls during the 1603 Chinese Rebell ion. Don hancisco 
Caliuag. the hushand of Dona Monica Dina who was a grunddauglucr of Raha 
T..akandula. also rendered invaluable st:rvices for the Spaniards. lle was with the 
Spaniard s in a military expedition against Singapore and in several hattlcs at 
M<:~ni la Bay against the Dutch in 1610. 

Of all the dcsct:ndants of Raha Lakandu1a it was Don Juan Makapagal, a 
great-gra ndson and chief of Arayat. Pampanga. who rendered outstand ing st:rv
ices for the Spaniards. Because of broken Spani sh promises. Don Juan Makapagal 
su lked in his town of Aruyat to show his displeasure to the Spaniards. Then the 
widespread rebeLlions of Don Francisco Maniago in Parnpanga. Do n Andres 
Malong in Pangasinan, Don Juan Magsanop in [locos. and Don Andres Lupau in 
Cagayan simultaneously broke out in 1660-166 1 _17 The <k sperate condition of 
t.ht: Spaniards made Don Juan Makapagal's star to rise. Faced hy th is gt'ncral 
uprising. the Spaniards were forced to turn to their native allies. especiall y to 
Don Juan MakapagaJ. for he lp. They once more rea~sured him of the implemen
tatitm of the prumis~.:d privileges besides heapi ng upon him other honms and 
rccogniti<Jn. notably his elevation to the grand title of "Maestre de Campo y 
general de los nawrales del pueblo de Araya/, Canduva. Apalit " todos .1'11.1' altos 
de Samhales :v Aetas" (Master of Camp and (ieneral of all the inhahitants of the 
towns of Arayat. Candava. Apalit and all the mountains of Sambales and the 
Aetas) . Once more, Don Juan Makapagal unreservedly believed the Spaniards 
and he and his folll>wcrs in the ah,>vemcnlioned places armed und e4ui pped 
themse lves and materially helped the Spaniards sup presst·d the rchcllions of 
Maniag•>. Malong. Magsanop. and Lupan. The assistance Dun .J uan Makapagal 
rendered proveu wry vital because the 1660-1 o6l Rebellion alm•>St put an end 
to Span ish wlonial rule in the Philippines for it was a pcriud when the Span
iard s were harrassed on all sides and were already nowhere to go - the Knx inga 
invasion threat in 1660, the series of Dutch attacks, the widespread in vas ions of 
the Moros against all coastal areas in the Visayas and Luzon. besides a series of 
pests. plagues. and calamities. The passage of this near-fatal threat to their 
existence once again found the Spanish colonial authorities remiss nf thei r obli
gations tu the Lak.andulas. 
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ln all the colonial needs. requirements. or imposntons such as military 
services; collectio n of tributes; building, manning, and repairing galleons, 

repartimientos. wood-c utting, etc. which they were tasked to J o were fai thfu lly 
done by the Lakandulas. Not a s ingle real was spent by the Spanish colonial 
government to recompense them - it was the Lakandulas themselves whll spent 
much as they demo nstrated their fidelity to the sanduguan that their gn~at a nces
tor executed with Legazpi . It was due to tl1eir sh ouldering of the numerous 
e xpenses t:onnccted with the various tasks the colonial government required 
the m to do that led to their impoverishment. I n fact, when Don Ju an Ma kapagal 

and his kin petitioned the colonial government on No vemher 23, 1660 for ex
emptio ns from tile tributes, polos, and pers onal services, they mentionl:d that 
tllcy were unable to possess and enjoy said privileges because they could not 

pay the media anata (title fee w be paid before the exemption Jocurnents cou ld 
be issued to them) due to their extreme po verty (cuya reserva no 11 renido efeclo 
para su gosa por no aver podido en tiempo de sus cancesion enrerrar Ia media 
a nata a que deseun pagaro11 causa de lu mur:ha pobresa ... . ). The snmc thing 

happened to Don Juan Makapagal's grand father, Don Di on isi o Capulong, who 
d id not receive any gratifit:a tion from the Spaniards lo r th<', services that he <HH.l 
his kin rendered a lso because of their impoverishment (se uviwz enpulJTedendo 
sin aver podido conseguir ninguna gratijicudon porque darse pobre .. .). 

It wa.~ only in 1692, 1693, 1695 . and 1697 when Raha Lakandu la's de
scendants eventually received and enjoyed the privileges and exemptio ns from 
tributes, the p olos. and personal services which the Spaniards. since Legazpi 's 
time, promised to give to them.18 Perhaps it was due to disillusionment with 
broken Spanish pro mises that one branch of the Lakandulas - that o f D on Pedm 
l'vfat.llangba yan - left Pampanga and migrated to Mauhan. Tayahas where he 
accepted thi.! inferior posi tio n or "sindico ac tual de Ia Yg lesia del Puchhl de 
Mauban .19 

Conclusion 

It was a Spanish colonial policy to keep records of the nat i vc f<~m i l ies and 

their descendants who served the colonial government. Keeping these record1.. 
in turn , enable succeeding genera tion!' to know who these famil ies and thei r 
descendants - and perhaps. being one of them - their meaningful names and. 
hopefully. enable the ir proge nies today to recunstruct their historic genealogies 
in the context of the Philippine past. Corollarily. embodied in these records an: 
vital i nfnrmations as to how they were dealt with hy the Clllon ial autlwrities 
through out the Spanish era. 

It is also dear that the Spaniards were aware or their inferior lllltnher 

amidst a hostile environment. Thus. they did no t hesitate. 10 employ means to 
offset this negative factor. 'll1is could be seen at tile outset of Spanish conq uest 
and CiJ loniz.at.ion when l.egazpi and his succ~ssors, in compliance with roya l 
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instmctions on how to win over the natives, hcfriended and utilized many native 
ruling families to a bet Spanish colonial objectives in the Philippines . 'l1le use of 
promises. rewards, bestowals of e loque nt titles. positions. privi leges, and mini
encumiendas were resorted to keep the native allies execute colonial orders and 
requirements thereby propping the Spanish colon ial struc ture in the Philippines 
for more than three centuries. 

Notwithstanding the many galla nt serv ices that they had co ntinuously 
rendered for and in hchalf 11f the Spanish colonial govern ment. the nat ive ruling 
families and their descendants suffered a sad fa te. For carrying out the mauy 
tasks required of them brought them impoverishmen t and decline from their 
once illustrious origins. Their many petitions lO case their predicament were 
somet imes cavalierly treated hy the colonial authorities wh o were themselves 
hardprcsscd hy tJ1e ir duties to maimain the colonial system. This could be seen 
in the many years it Look the colonial authorities to at:t upon their petitio ns. 
Moreover. cverytimc that an oalcr for a new census came nu t, the ineumhcnt 
heads nf the descendants of these ru ling families carried the 11nus of proving 
their linc<~gt:. 'Ib is prucess proved very tedious and burdensome for them as they 
were made to gn thmugh the rigorous colonial process nf proving their noble 
lineage considtring censuses during the 17th !llld 1 Xth centuries were fre4uenl 
due to the very unscllled conditions o f the period. lbus, this recurren t hurden of 
proving their lineage and their subse4uent impoverishment put the native ruling 
families a nd their descendants at the mercy of the colonial authoritks . The pas
sage o f time found the descendants of the pre-colonial native rulers reduced to a 
mere shad1>W of their great ancestors as they even had to plead to the colonial 
authorities to enahle them to enjoy the pr ivileges once enjoyed hy their g reat 
ancestors. Perh aps . thi s lamentable experience shall no! he rep licated hy us in our 
c urrent relations with the fnreigners. 
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