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» Famer-oriented

+ Involves the clients as participants in the research and
extension process

o Recognizes the locational specificity of technical and
human factors

o Problem-solving approach

o Systems-oriented

o Interdisciplinary

o Complements, not replaces, the conventional commadity
and discipline research.

o Tests technologies in on-farm frials,

o Provides feedback for shaping research priorities and
agricultural policies.

The DA is at that stage where it still has to win over converts
to the FSA from within its ranks of researchers and extensionists
before it can effectivaly apply these to more farming situations
across the country. The shift to the approach appears inevitable
and the department has even made it a policy thatits R/E activities
be guidad by a farming systems perspective. We are in the process
of making our R/E structure more responsive to the needs of small
farmers and their difficult environment,

As the principal agency responsible for the promotion of
agricultural development, the DA's primary objective is toincrease
the income of small farmers and fishermen. This is considered a
major means of helping achieve the national goals of alleviating
poverty, generating productive opportunities, fostering social
justice and equity, and promoting sustainable growth. To address
its primary objective, the DA encourages the maximum participa-
tion of the people in the development process. The approach is
seen as an attractive means for making this possible in the
countryside.

However, inspite of the lessons and experiences accumu-
lated by the DA, soma areas still require much concern, namely:

« Improvemant of the DA's research efficiency;

s Real farmer participation;

¢ Operationalization of a research-extension linkage;

s Active interaction of on-station ressarch and on-
farm rasearch; and

+ Sustainability











