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INTRODUCTION

Traditicnally, the existence of irrigation in the Philippines
has meant two or more croppings per year of rice monoculture.
indeed, planting crops other than rice in wrigated farm is the
exception rather than the rule in spite of the fact that the
profitability of rice farming has not increased proportionately
with the (secular) increase in rice yield. Crop diversification is
important for achieving stable food supplies in the country and
for earning andfor saving foreign exchange. More importantly, it
could be the key means for increasing farmers' incomes. Henca,
the impetus toward irrigated crop diversification.

in order to promote crop diversification, there is a need to
ungerstand how farmers make cropping decisions vis-a-vis di-
versified crops, Thus, this study presents a descriptive model
of Filipino farmers cropping decision making on diversified crops.

Models of Dacision Making

There are two general approaches to the modeling of
decision making under uncertainty. The first is the normative
and the second is the positive or descriptive approach. The
major difference between the two approaches lies in the pur-
pose of the model. Normative models emphasize what should
be done. Thess models seek to answer the following ques-
tions: What is an ideal approach tc problem solving? How
should decisions be made? In contrast, positive or descriptive
models seek to describe how decision making is actually done
in the real world, Thus, positive or descriptive models seek to
answer the following questions: How do people make decisions
in the real world? What is the actual behavior? What are the
staps the decision maker should go through?

Early work on the analysis of human decision making
under uncertainty had 8 normative emphasis. investigators were
concerned with how well dacision makers follow the optimal
models of decision making such as the Bayesian and expected
utility models. Recent work on the cognitive psychology of
decision making has, however, revealed that people are not
good estimating probabilities {e.g., Kahneman and Tversky,
1972; Slovic, Fischhoff and Lichtenstein, 1977; Tversky and
Slovic, Fischhoff and Lichtenstsin, 1977, Tversky and
Kahneman, 1973, 1974} and that people often violate tha
assumptions of the optimal models {e.g., Tversky, 1969). A
number of studies have also shown that people use simplifying












































