
26 Trans. Na1. Acad. Sci & Tech. (Philippines) Vol 24 (No!) 

of aualyi.is is the fann as a reproductive entity. The peasant 1s thus seen principally in 
terms of bis "man-land" technological relationship. 'J be focus is on the producti\.;t)• 
issue in development. 

The second pair of variables rcJ&tcs land tenure and access to support servi~es 
such as credit and marketing. Its unit of analysis is the peasant as the tiller of the soil 
vis-a-vis landlorili., government, and other intermediaries. The peasant is thus viewed 
primnrily in tcmlS of his "man-man" social relationships. The focus is on tbe eqwty 
issue in development. 

Both man-land and man-man relationships constitute crucial dimensions in 
characterizing the types of Filipino peasants today. By juxtaposing the. two pairs of 
variables, we can discern eight types. 
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This paper begins with a description of the Philippine eJucarion pyramid as oasi: 
for the argument that distance education is a viable alternative delivery system for cduca· 
tional services to Filipino learners, then highlights the beginnings of distance education ir 
the Philippines. The focus of the paper, however, is the UP Open University: its history 
organization and management, and its procedures in the development and delivery o 
courses and academic degree programs. The papl.!c aJso djscusses the various degre< 
programs and nonformal courses offered, and a discussion of the UPOt; experience ove: 
the last 7 years. 1be paper ends with a summary of lessons learned from this experience 
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The dynamism of k.uowlcdge product1ou on the Internet is a cmical reali ty that 
scholars., academicians. sc ientists & artists wbo arr involved in the d1ssemin11tioo of 
knowledges and informatil)n must acknowledg~ if they want to continue to overdeterminc 
lhe sh apt: or thei~ 'respective societies today. In terms of tht> humanities and social sci
ences, in particular, there are 29,910 websites on Philippine Culture which incessantly 
constntc1 their own discourses on the Filipino and Philippine social praclices. The Internet 
has a way of Oattening out Philippine hierarchical disi:ourscs. Official pronouncements or 
the various branches of government, reports from ngo!i, ankles from pmfessional and 
private organi?..allons are all equally accessible through the click of a mouse. Nu distinc
tions are made between private/personal and publ ic: between commercial and acarlemic: 
between official and i11 fom1al ; between US/UK European/Australian1Asia11-based com
munities of Filipinos and those here; between knowledge.. and information, between fact 
and wild imaginings. 

The Internet has truly democratized access to infom1ation & knowledges. There
fore. the lntcmet is an arena that we have to aggrt"ssively enter. Through the UP Open 
University. then under Chancellor ~1a. Cristina Padoliua, my Filipiniana OnJine Te.am of 
researchers, writers & multnnedia artists constructed a course on Philippine Culture that 
was offered on the web as early as Second Semester, 1999-2000. Accompanied by the 
Filipiniana Reader (a printed anthology of critical essays on Philippine Theater, Art, 
Literature & Popular Culture) and a Filipiniana CD. Filipiniana Online sought to con
tribute to the twin projects of nation-formation and identity-construction. To build a sense 
of ''Filipino-hood" and a conc~pt of nation that recogni1.ed the diasporic nature of Philip
pine Society was our political agenda. T11ese goals were effected through the interactive 
structure of Fllipiuiana Online - i.e., threaded discussions facil itated by four specialists 
in each of the modules of Philippine Tileater, Literature, Art & Popular Culture as well as 
a digital library thal gave participants hyperllnks to other w~bsites on Philippine Culture 
and History. Tbus, its onlinc nature, enabled parti<:ipanls from diflerent Fi lipino commu
nities here and abroad to participate in discussions and projects (i.e., the final req1Lirement 
included the construction of websites. compact disks, VHS, papers on any of the topics 
that resulted from the discussions). Filipiniana Online is now a post-baccalaurcare course 
called Cultural Studies 7.50 which shall again be offered in August 2002 througl1 the UP 
Open University. 
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This paper presents the various information communications technology pro· 
grams implemented by the Science Education Institute (SEn. TI1ese programs are fo
cused on the following cone.ems: developing lhe environment for learning, developiug 
teachers' capability, developing JCT infrastrnctlu-e, enhancing you th lC'T compe::titive
ness, web-based services, and international assessment. The following programs will be 
discussed: the Mobile lT Classrooms, Computer Literacy Program. ICT Learning As
sisted Program, Developme11t of Computer-Based Teaching (CBT) Modules, Intel Teach 
to the Future Program, Model JCT Leaming Centers, Young Web Designers Competition, 
Computer Programming Competitions, STEDNET, and the Scholarship Administration 
System. The Philippine participation in the Second Information Technology Study in 
Education - Module 2 (SITES-M2) will likewise be discussed. 
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