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FOREWORD 

" 

Somctime last year, National Scientist Gc lia T. Cas tillo proposcd a 
review of the country's progress in meeting the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). With the mani fo ld specialties represented by thc National 
Academy of Science and Tcchnology (NAST) membership, NS Castillo 
averred that the Academy members had the appropri ate expen isc to conduct 
this review. The Social Sciences Di vision being in charge of the 32"" Annual 
Scientifi c Meeting (ASM) in July 20 I 0, took up NS Castil lo's challenge and 
proposed I.IS Ihe 32nd ASM theme: MDGs alld Beytmd: Are we Making 
Progress? 

The 32 011 ASM Organizing Committee composed of representatives of 
th e six NAST Divisions mel and assigned the following Academicians to 
take cbarge of seven out of the eight MDGs. Acd, Arsenio Balisacan, Social 
Sciences Division, and an internationally rccogni zed authority on povcn y. 
was given the task of organizing Round Table Discussions (RTDs) on the 
topic and the presentation ofa plenary session paper on MDG I: Poveny 
Allevialion and Hllllger Miligation. Acd. Allan Bernardo, also of the Social 
Sciences Div ision, was assigned MDG 2: Achieving Universal Primary 
Education while MDG3: Gender EqllafilJ' and Women Empo\\lerme,,' was 
turned over to Acd. Mercedes B. Concepcion, Chair orthe Social Sciences 
Division. Acd. Canncnci ta Padi lla, Hea lth Sciences Divis ion, gracious ly 
acccpted the task of covering MDGs 4 and 5 on the Redllction of Child 
Mortality and the Improvement af Maternal Heallh Core. Aed. Jaime 
Montoya, also of tile Hea lth Sciences Division, was given charge ofMDG 6: 
Combatjng HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Olher llljeclious Diseases. The MDG 
7: ElUurillg Ellvironmental Suslainability was assigned 10 Acd. Rhodora 
Azanza of the Biologica l Sc iences Division. All six wcre askcd 10 organize 
Round Table Discussions (RTDs) on Ihe topic and the presenl:llion of a 
plenary session paper during the 320.1 ASM. 

An RTD on poven ywas held on 2 Fcbruary 2010 featuring Dr. Romulo 
Virala, Secretary-General , National Stati sti cal Coordination Board (NSCB), 
who spoke on MDG I: Will/he Philippines Make il by l015?, Dr. Jocelyn A. 
Juguan of the Food and Nutrit ion Research Institute prcselllcd the la test dala 
on malnutrition of children from the 7'~ Nationa l Nutrition Survey Dr. 
Denni s Ma pa, Associate Professor, UP School of Stat istics, presented his 
papcron Food Inflation. Underemploymem and Hunger/llcidellce: A Veclor 
Autoregressive (VAR) Analysis and Dr. Mahar Mangahas, President of Social 
Weather Stations (SWS), analyzed the trcnds in povcny incidence as gleaned 
from the various SWS rounds since 1990. The plenary sess ion paper 
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entitled, MDG: I Selling rhe scon?s Riglu (Illd Achievil/g Ihe nll-gels W:1S 

presented by Aed . Balisacan during the 32'"' ASM. Acd. Bcrnardo organizcd 
an RT D on MDG 2 Achiel'e Ullil'ersal Prill/ary EdIlC(lIioll: Rel/iell'illS Ihe 
Data. Identifying Gaps amI Assessing Peli()rI}UIIICe :Ind inv ited Dr. Mi chael 
Alba o f De I" Salle UniverSity's Department of Economics and Dr. D:llisay 
M<lliga lig, Senior Stati stician of the Asian Developmen t Bank, as speakers. 
Dr. Alba's paper centered on the theme: ';Achieving Universal Primary 
Edllcalioll : 0010 Iss lies alld Sirategie.\·" while Dr. Maligalig focused on the 
educational data qua lity in her paper entit led, "!-low Can We ,.1\·ert the 
Declillc ofMDG 21I1diCOlOrs?". Acd. Bernardo invited Dr. Cynth ia Rose 
BUllzon-Aaliti sta . Professor of Sociology, College of Social Sciences and 
Ph ilosophy. University of the Philippines, to deliver the ASM plenary 
sess ion paper entitled, Un iversal Primary EdllC(ltioll ill the Philippines by 
2015: All Impossible Dream ? Aed. Concepcion organi zed an RTD on the 
status of gender equality and women empowerment which featured three 
paJX'rs: one ofa stutly of rum I households in se lected Philippine provi necs 
presented by Ms. Joyce Luis, I RRI , the second on the reccn tly approved 
Magna Ca!1a on Women as described by Ms. Jemellc Z. Milanes, Na tional 
COIlllllission onlhe Role of Filipi no Women, and the third on the Philippilles 
MDG Progress Report: MUllilOrillg ' I/dicolors fil l' Gender Eqllalily amI 
Women Empowerment by Ms. MarilCS Laga no of NE DA. Dr. COirol 
Sobritehea. Professor, UP Asian Center, gave the plenary session paper on 
this topic. Aed. Pad il la held a consultation 01125 March 20 I 0 and inv ited Dr. 
Alberto Romualdez. fanner Seeretjry of Hea lth and now Deall of the 
Pamantasa n ng Lungsod ng Maynila's Graduate School of Health Sciences, 
10 speak on the Universal Health Care System with discussants Drs . Ramon 
Paterno. Dr. Zelda Zablan, Dr. Liezcl Lagrada, Dr. Lil ibcl h David. Dr. 
Mari lyn Lorenzo and Dr. Shirley Domingo. Dr. Romualdez was the ASM 
plenary session speaker on MDGs 4 and 5. Three papers on Tuberculosis 
(Dr. Charl es Yu). Malaria (Dr. Vicen te Belizario) and HI V/A IDS (Dr. Jessie 
Fantone) were commissioned and presented at three separate RTDs. The 
synthes is of these three papers was prepared by Acd. Montoya for 
presentation during the 32"" ASM. Since the MOG 7 was too vaSl to cover in 
one RTD, Aed. Azanza organized three RTDs on Agricult ure !lnd Forest 
Areas, Coastal and Water Resources and Urba n and Induslrilli Areas. 
respectively. Dr. Rey Cruz prepared a paper on Agricul ture and Forestry. 
while Drs. Maric An toncllc Juinio-Menez and Maria Zi ta Toribio were 
commiss ioned to wri te a state-of-the-art paper on Coastal :lnJ Water 
Resources. Urban and Industriul Areas were covered by Dr. Aura Matias. 
Acds. Alcala and AZ:lIlza synlhcsized the discussion of the three RTDs ill a 
plenary session paper entitl ed. Emurillg Environmelltal SIISf(lillahility. In 
addition. the Organi zi ng Committee invited Dr. Ni mfa Ogena, Assoc iate 
Dean for Academic AfTai rs. UP College ofSoci:l1 Sciences and Phi losophy. 
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to present a background paper on Population Growlh alld its Implicatioll all 
Ihe Realization of the MDGs and Acd. Raul F'lbella 10 describe MDGs: 
Economic Perjormonce {md Govemollce A Broder Per.'Ipeclive. Both these 
papers served as background to the abovc MDGs and were presented during 
the firs tASM plenary session . 

The followi ng pages will featu re the presentations givcn during thc 32 .... 
ASM on 14-1 5 July 2010. including the Keynote Speech of Dr. Jaime 
Galvcz-Tan, fonncr Sccretary of Health and now wi th the Nationa l Institutes 
of Health, UP Manila. TIIC early publication of the Tnmsactions would not 
have bcen possible without the unstinting cooperation of the paper 
presen tors who edited thei r papers in record timc. Thcc lose col laboration of 
the various Acadcmicians assigned to take on the seven MOOs is great ly 
appreciated . Thc 32"" AS M would not ha ve been successfully held without 
thei r rcndiness to take on the tasks assigned to them. The NAST secretaria t 
headed by Executi ve Director Luningn ing Samarita and supported by nil her 
hn rdworking sta fTis to be commended far the successfu l arg:tnizatiotl of the 
RT Ds and the commissioning of the papers which servcd us background for 
the ASM prcsental ions. Specia l mcntion is mrldc of Ms. Guud .. 1 Ramos. 
In fonnotion Officer V, who typed and wenl over the manuscripts and 
coordinated with Ihc publisher 10 ensure that these Transactions wou ld be 
printed in limc. To them all goes my most profound thanks. 

The commissioned papers and invi ted papers for the RTDs will be 
featured in a separate monograph to bepubl ishedearly next year. 

MERCEDES B. CONCEPCION 
Chair. 32 .... ASM Organizing Committee 
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