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1.5 billion people experience hearing loss, of which at least 430 million require 

rehabilitation services.   This need is likely to rise to over 700 million by 2050.

Nearly 80% of those with hearing loss live in low- and middle-income countries, 

where services for ear and hearing care are commonly lacking.

Hearing loss is on the rise



The age ranges used in the WRH: 
perinatal period: 0–4 years; childhood and adolescence: 5–17 years; adulthood:18–64 years; older adults: 65 years and above.

Many more are at risk due to avoidable causes
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200 MILLION
people, mainly  

children suffer with  

middle ear infections 

that can be prevented 

and treated.

Main other causes of HL in childhood and adolescence

MENINGITIS AND OTHER INFECTIONS: Such as measles, mumps etc.

CERUMEN IMPACTION : May lead to  shifts (5–10 dB) in the HThearing.

TRAUMA TO THE EAR OR HEAD

OTOTOXIC MEDICINES: More than 600 categories

⚫ CONGENLTAL AND DELAYED ONSET OR PROGRESSIVE GENETIC HL:          
⚫ Syndromes and non-syndrome HL. （partially avoidable）



Many more are at risk due to avoidable causes

1.1 BILLION
young people are at  

risk of permanent  

hearing loss due to 

recreational   

listening at loud  

volumes.

Among young people aged 12-35 years:



When unaddressed, hearing 
loss impacts many aspects of 
life:

⚫ Listening and communication
⚫ Language and speech development
⚫ Cognition
⚫ Education
⚫ Employment and financial wellbeing
⚫ Social isolation and loneliness
⚫ Mental health
⚫ Interpersonal relationships
⚫ Identity and stigma



Annually, 980 billion$ are lost, 

mainly due to loss of productivity and 
social isolation attributed to 
unaddressed hearing loss. 

Cost of unaddressed 
hearing loss



Although hearing loss is highly prevalent and seriously affected

Hearing across the life course is possible through public health action
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1. Preventive action

⚫ Effective public health strategies and 

clinical interventions can, in many cases, 

PREVENT the occurrence or progression 

of hearing loss.

⚫ In adults, most common causes of 

hearing loss, such as exposure to loud 

sounds and ototoxic medicines, are 

preventable.

⚫ In children, 60% of hearing loss is due

to preventable causes.



2. Early identification

⚫ Early identification is the key to

successful outcomes in people with

hearing loss.

⚫ Advancements in technology provide

tools that can identify hearing loss at

any age.

⚫ To facilitate this process, it is important

to implement programmes that target:

Innovative screening solutions

Teleaudiology-Telemedicine

ing



HEARING SCREENING AND SURVEILLANCE

Since hearing loss is invisible. For this reason, it is important that 

special measures are put in place to screen for hearing loss at 

different stages across the life course . 

Those most likely at risk include:

1. HEARING SCREENING IN NEWBORNS AND INFANTS

2. SCHOOL-BASED EAR AND HEARING SCREENING

3. HEARING SCREENING IN OLDER PEOPLE

For more details refer to: https://www.who.int/health-topics/hearing-loss



person-centred ear and hearing care involves an understanding in terms of their clinical profile, communication needs and 
preferences and the resources available.

3. Appropriate and timely 
care and rehabilitation

Hearing loss can be addressed through a

holistic approach that considers the

person’s clinical profile, communication

needs, preferences, environment, and fits

the resources available.



We face challenges

“Challenges in the field 

of ear and hearing care 

can be addressed !”

Growing 
NEED for 

EHC



Way forward

Integrated people-centered 
ear and hearing care(PCEHC) 

implemented through a strengthened 

health systems can overcome the 
challenges faced.

“All people have equal access
to quality EHC services in a
supportive environment.”



How to Integrate PCEHC ?

1. Set up priorities of PCEHC: 
H.E.A.R.I.N.G. 

2. Delivery through  
strengthened health 

systems



Integrated PCEHC

⚫ Integration of prioritized 
H.E.A.R.I.N.G. 
interventions

⚫



Integrated PCEHC

⚫

⚫ Delivered through 
strengthened health 
systems

Policy
Oversight
Coalition-building
Regulations

Education
Training
Task sharing
Telemedicine

Standards
Procurement
Quality assurance
Patient safety

Needs assessment
Targets
Indicators
Monitoring

Social protection
Private sector 
engagement



The World Report on Hearing calls upon WHO Member 
States to work towards the achievement of global targets 

for ear and hearing care by 2030 



What we can do ?  Recommendations from WHO



This webinar is a Science Policy and Information Forum

The meeting focuses on :

1. Congenital Hearing Loss

2. Hearing Conservation Programs for Noise Exposecd Workers

3. Harnessing Technology for Hearing Health: The HeLe Project

Topics are very positive responses to the WHO call 

and in line with 
the theme of 
WHD 2022 -
To hear for life , 
Listen with care! !! !



Work together - Hearing care for All !

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION ！


