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no	  problem	  if	  your	  paper	  has	  nothing	  to	  do	  with	  the	  conference	  topic	  	  

WASET:	  World	  Academy	  of	  Science,	  Engineering	  and	  Technology	  

WASET:	  World	  Academy	  of	  Science,	  Engineering	  and	  Technology	  

Don’t	  worry	  if	  you	  miss	  the	  Lisbon	  conference,	  there	  are	  more!	  
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Predatory	  conferences	  are	  bogus	  conferences.	  	  These	  are	  	  
money-‐making	  scams	  which	  prey	  on	  researchers	  who	  need	  to	  	  
pad	  their	  CVs	  with	  conference	  presenta1ons	  and	  papers	  	  
published	  in	  conference	  proceedings	  

threats	  to	  research,	  scholarship	  and	  
publica1ons,	  and	  our	  academic	  standards	  

•  Predatory	  journals	  and	  publishers	  

•  Hijacked	  journals	  

•  Academic	  book	  mills	  (or	  vanity	  presses)	  	  
	  
•  Predatory	  conferences	  
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In	  1996,	  Alan	  Sokal’s	  paper	  	  Transgressing	  the	  Boundaries:	  
Toward	  a	  Transforma4ve	  Hermeneu4cs	  of	  Quantum	  Gravity	  	  	  	  
was	  published	  in	  the	  	  journal	  Social	  Text	  (46/47)	  	  1996.	  

The	  Sokal	  Affair	  

Prof	  Sokal	  later	  revealed	  that	  he	  submi_ed	  	  
the	  paper	  	  to	  test	  	  the	  journal’s	  intellectual	  rigor.	  	  
His	  hypothesis:	  the	  journal	  accepts	  a	  paper	  if	  it	  
1)  “sounds	  good”	  and	  2)	  “fla_ers	  the	  editors’	  
preconcep1ons.”	  

The	  Sokal	  Affair	  

Sokal’s	  paper	  was	  absolute	  nonsense.	  He	  argued,	  in	  fashionable	  	  
postmodern	  language,	  that	  physical	  reality	  (like	  gravity)	  is	  a	  	  
social	  construct,	  and	  that	  quantum	  gravity	  has	  poli1cal	  
implica1ons.	  
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In	  2014,	  Dr	  Peter	  Vamplew	  submi_ed	  this	  paper	  for	  publica1on	  in	  the	  	  
InternaLonal	  Journal	  of	  Advanced	  Computer	  Technology	  	  	  

paper	  submi_ed	  to	  the	  InternaLonal	  Journal	  of	  Advanced	  Computer	  Technology,	  2014	  

The	  paper	  had	  nice	  figures	  and	  ended	  with	  a	  nice	  summary.	  

paper	  submi_ed	  to	  the	  InternaLonal	  Journal	  of	  Advanced	  Computer	  Technology,	  2014	  
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To	  the	  author’s	  surprise,	  the	  paper	  received	  a	  very	  favorable	  review….	  

…and	  was	  thus	  accepted	  for	  publicaLon,	  with	  ‘minor	  changes.’	  

PublicaLon	  fee:	  US$	  150	  
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Harvard	  University	  medical	  researcher	  Dr	  Mark	  Shrime	  submi_ed	  this	  paper	  to	  
several	  journals	  to	  test	  their	  review	  procedures.	  The	  paper	  was	  accepted	  by	  17	  
journals.	  	  	  
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Predatory	  Journals	  and	  Publishers	  

Publica1on	  metrics	  (number	  and	  type	  of	  
publica1ons,	  cita1ons,	  etc.)	  are	  major	  criteria	  in	  
decisions	  on	  hiring,	  promo1on,	  tenure	  and	  grant	  
awards.	  The	  pressure	  to	  publish	  creates	  incen1ves	  
for	  duplicate	  publica1ons,	  split	  publica1ons	  and	  
publica1ons	  of	  li_le	  scholarly	  value.	  
	  
It	  also	  creates	  a	  market	  for	  predatory	  publishers.	  

Predatory	  journals	  	  are	  fake	  or	  scam	  journals	  whose	  primary	  goal	  
is	  financial	  gain,	  not	  academic	  scholarship.	  	  They	  prey	  on	  
academics	  under	  pressure	  to	  produce	  publica1ons	  for	  hiring,	  
promo1on	  and	  tenure,	  solici1ng	  paper	  submissions	  through	  
aggressive	  spam	  email.	  	  	  
	  
Authors	  pay	  for	  the	  edi1ng,	  processing,	  prin1ng	  and	  marke1ng	  of	  
their	  papers	  without	  the	  benefit	  of	  the	  rigorous	  peer-‐review	  
offered	  by	  legi1mate	  journals.	  	  
	  
Predatory	  publishing	  is	  a	  corrup1on	  of	  the	  open-‐access	  
publishing	  business	  model.	  

Predatory	  Journals	  and	  Publishers	  
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BEALL’s	  list	  	  

‘The	  term	  ‘predatory	  journal’	  was	  coined	  
by	  	  Jeffrey	  Beall,	  who	  monitors	  the	  
prolifera1on	  of	  	  predatory	  publishers.	  	  
	  
Check	  his	  website	  	  www.scholarlyoa.com	  
for	  Beall’s	  List	  of	  poten1al,	  possible	  or	  
probable	  scholarly	  open-‐access	  predators.	  

Jeffrey	  Beall	  
University	  of	  Colorado	  Denver	  

Predatory	  Journal:	  Interna4onal	  Journal	  of	  Mul4disciplinary	  Research	  and	  Development	  
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Predatory	  Journal:	  Science	  Interna4onal	  

Predatory	  Journal:	  Science	  Interna4onal	  
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A	  Predatory	  Publisher	  

Predatory	  Journal:	  Interna4onal	  Journal	  of	  Academic	  Research	  
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Predatory	  Journal:	  Bri4sh	  Journal	  of	  Medical	  and	  Health	  Research	  

Predatory	  Journal:	  Bri4sh	  Journal	  of	  Medical	  and	  Health	  Research	  
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how	  to	  iden1fy	  probable	  predatory	  publishers	  

•  High	  manuscript	  acceptance	  rates	  or	  acceptance	  guarantees	  

•  Faulty	  grammar	  

•  Spam	  email	  invita1ons	  to	  submit	  papers	  or	  invita1ons	  for	  
membership	  in	  editorial	  boards	  

•  Fake	  editorial	  boards	  

•  Minimal	  (or	  non-‐existent)	  peer-‐review	  process	  

•  Rapid	  publica1on	  

•  Open-‐access,	  publica1on	  fee	  not	  listed	  in	  website	  

Some	  characteris1cs:	  

watch	  out	  for	  the	  words	  	  
“internaLonal”,	  “global”,	  “mulLdisciplinary”,	  “interdisciplinary”	  

Predatory	  Journals	  
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Bri1sh	  Journal	  of	  Economics,	  Finance	  and	  Management	  Sciences	  

where	  is	  this	  journal	  based?	  
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The	  Asian	  Interna1onal	  
Journal	  of	  Life	  Sciences	  
was	  a	  Thomson-‐Reuter-‐	  
indexed	  journal	  with	  	  
address	  in	  Los	  Banos.	  

ALS	  was	  dropped	  last	  year	  from	  the	  ISI	  list.	  	  

Asia	  Life	  Sciences	  

Jeffrey	  Beall’s	  13	  Oct	  2015	  	  report	  on	  Asia	  Life	  Sciences	  

Asia	  Life	  Sciences	  
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how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

•  Read	  some	  of	  the	  journal’s	  published	  ar1cles	  and	  assess	  their	  
quality.	  	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  editorial	  board	  lists	  recognized	  experts	  
with	  full	  affilia1ons.	  Contact	  some	  of	  them	  and	  ask	  about	  
their	  experience	  with	  the	  journal	  or	  publisher.	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  journal	  prominently	  displays	  its	  policy	  for	  
author	  fees.	  

•  Be	  wary	  of	  e-‐mail	  invita1ons	  to	  submit	  to	  journals	  or	  to	  
become	  editorial	  board	  members.	  	  

predatory	  publisher:	  	  Academic	  Research	  Publishing	  Group	  
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predatory	  publisher:	  	  Academic	  Research	  Publishing	  Group	  

predatory	  publisher:	  	  Academic	  Research	  Publishing	  Group	  
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•  Read	  some	  of	  the	  journal’s	  published	  ar1cles	  and	  assess	  their	  
quality.	  	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  editorial	  board	  lists	  recognized	  experts	  
with	  full	  affilia1ons.	  Contact	  some	  of	  them	  and	  ask	  about	  
their	  experience	  with	  the	  journal	  or	  publisher.	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  journal	  prominently	  displays	  its	  policy	  for	  
author	  fees.	  

•  Be	  wary	  of	  e-‐mail	  invita1ons	  to	  submit	  to	  journals	  or	  to	  
become	  editorial	  board	  members.	  	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

The	  only	  person	  named	  	  “Bansi”	  
in	  the	  University	  of	  Bal1more	  

Bri1sh	  Journal	  of	  Economics,	  Finance	  and	  Management	  Sciences	  
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•  Read	  some	  of	  the	  journal’s	  published	  ar1cles	  and	  assess	  their	  
quality.	  	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  editorial	  board	  lists	  recognized	  experts	  
with	  full	  affilia1ons.	  Contact	  some	  of	  them	  and	  ask	  about	  
their	  experience	  with	  the	  journal	  or	  publisher.	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  journal	  prominently	  displays	  its	  policy	  for	  
author	  fees.	  

•  Be	  wary	  of	  e-‐mail	  invita1ons	  to	  submit	  to	  journals	  or	  to	  
become	  editorial	  board	  members.	  	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

•  Read	  some	  of	  the	  journal’s	  published	  ar1cles	  and	  assess	  their	  
quality.	  	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  editorial	  board	  lists	  recognized	  experts	  
with	  full	  affilia1ons.	  Contact	  some	  of	  them	  and	  ask	  about	  
their	  experience	  with	  the	  journal	  or	  publisher.	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  journal	  prominently	  displays	  its	  policy	  for	  
author	  fees.	  

•  Be	  wary	  of	  e-‐mail	  invita1ons	  to	  submit	  to	  journals	  or	  to	  
become	  editorial	  board	  members.	  	  
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email	  I	  received	  in	  2009	  

Would	  you	  want	  to	  join	  the	  Editorial	  Board	  of	  	  
the	  AntarcLca	  Journal	  of	  MathemaLcs?	  	  
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•  Check	  that	  the	  publisher	  provides	  full,	  verifiable	  contact	  
informa1on,	  including	  address,	  on	  the	  journal	  site.	  Be	  
cau1ous	  of	  those	  that	  provide	  only	  web	  contact	  forms.	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  peer-‐review	  process	  is	  clearly	  described	  
and	  try	  to	  confirm	  that	  a	  claimed	  impact	  factor	  is	  correct.	  

•  Find	  out	  whether	  the	  journal	  is	  a	  member	  of	  an	  industry	  
associa1on	  that	  vets	  its	  members,	  such	  as	  the	  Directory	  of	  
Open	  Access	  Journals	  (www.doaj.org)	  or	  the	  Open	  Access	  
Scholarly	  Publishers	  Associa1on	  (www.oaspa.org).	  

•  Use	  common	  sense.	  If	  something	  looks	  fishy,	  proceed	  with	  
cau1on.	  	  

	  
(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  publisher	  provides	  full,	  verifiable	  contact	  
informa1on,	  including	  address,	  on	  the	  journal	  site.	  Be	  
cau1ous	  of	  those	  that	  provide	  only	  web	  contact	  forms.	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  peer-‐review	  process	  is	  clearly	  described	  
and	  try	  to	  confirm	  that	  a	  claimed	  impact	  factor	  is	  correct.	  

•  Find	  out	  whether	  the	  journal	  is	  a	  member	  of	  an	  industry	  
associa1on	  that	  vets	  its	  members,	  such	  as	  the	  Directory	  of	  
Open	  Access	  Journals	  (www.doaj.org)	  or	  the	  Open	  Access	  
Scholarly	  Publishers	  Associa1on	  (www.oaspa.org).	  

•  Use	  common	  sense.	  If	  something	  looks	  fishy,	  proceed	  with	  
cau1on.	  	  

	  
(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  
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The	  website	  of	  this	  	  “Bri1sh”	  journal	  does	  not	  list	  	  its	  business	  address.	  	  
(take	  note	  of	  the	  fake	  I.F.)	  
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(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

•  Check	  that	  the	  publisher	  provides	  full,	  verifiable	  contact	  
informa1on,	  including	  address,	  on	  the	  journal	  site.	  Be	  
cau1ous	  of	  those	  that	  provide	  only	  web	  contact	  forms.	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  peer-‐review	  process	  is	  clearly	  described	  
and	  try	  to	  confirm	  that	  a	  claimed	  impact	  factor	  is	  correct.	  

•  Find	  out	  whether	  the	  journal	  is	  a	  member	  of	  an	  industry	  
associa1on	  that	  vets	  its	  members,	  such	  as	  the	  Directory	  of	  
Open	  Access	  Journals	  (www.doaj.org)	  or	  the	  Open	  Access	  
Scholarly	  Publishers	  Associa1on	  (www.oaspa.org).	  

•  Use	  common	  sense.	  If	  something	  looks	  fishy,	  proceed	  with	  
cau1on.	  	  

	  

Directory	  of	  Open	  Access	  Journals	  (DOAJ)	  

DOAJ	  is	  an	  online	  directory	  of	  quality,	  peer-‐reviewed	  open	  access	  journals	  (www.doaj.org	  )	  
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•  Check	  that	  the	  publisher	  provides	  full,	  verifiable	  contact	  
informa1on,	  including	  address,	  on	  the	  journal	  site.	  Be	  
cau1ous	  of	  those	  that	  provide	  only	  web	  contact	  forms.	  

•  Check	  that	  a	  journal’s	  peer-‐review	  process	  is	  clearly	  described	  
and	  try	  to	  confirm	  that	  a	  claimed	  impact	  factor	  is	  correct.	  

•  Find	  out	  whether	  the	  journal	  is	  a	  member	  of	  an	  industry	  
associa1on	  that	  vets	  its	  members,	  such	  as	  the	  Directory	  of	  
Open	  Access	  Journals	  (www.doaj.org)	  or	  the	  Open	  Access	  
Scholarly	  Publishers	  Associa1on	  (www.oaspa.org).	  

•  Use	  common	  sense.	  	  	  If	  something	  looks	  fishy,	  proceed	  with	  
cau1on.	  	  

	  
(D.	  Butler,	  The	  Dark	  Side	  of	  Publishing,	  Nature	  495	  (2013)	  

how	  to	  idenLfy	  reputable	  publishers	  

Hijacked	  journals	  are	  impostors.	  They	  ride	  on	  the	  
pres1ge	  of	  legi1mate	  journals,	  solici1ng	  paper	  
submissions	  and	  collec1ng	  publica1on	  fees	  through	  fake	  
websites.	  	  	  

Hijacked	  journals	  

Papers	  published	  in	  hijacked	  journals	  (and	  many	  
predatory	  journals,	  too)	  appear	  in	  search	  results	  	  of	  
literature	  reviews.	  These	  undermine	  the	  validity	  and	  
reliability	  of	  research	  based	  on	  these	  literature	  
reviews.	  	  
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JMP	  Balmaceda,	  UP	  Diliman	  Ins1tute	  of	  Mathema1cs	  

Hijacked	  journals	  

The	  hijacked	  	  
Philippine	  Scien1st	  is	  	  
Published	  by	  	  
TOMAS	  PUBLISHING,	  	  
based	  in	  the	  small,	  remote	  	  
country	  of	  Seychelles	  
In	  the	  	  Indian	  Ocean	  

Hijacked	  journals	  
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The	  Philippine	  ScienLst	  is	  a	  Thomson-‐Reuter	  (ISI)-‐listed	  
journal	  published	  by	  the	  University	  of	  San	  Carlos,	  Cebu	  City.	  

the	  legi1mate	  journal:	  	  	  	  	  The	  Philippine	  Scien4st	  

a	  hijacked,	  	  predatory	  journal	  (IJRLS)	  	  	  

The	  legi1mate	  website	  of	  the	  predatory	  journal	  
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a	  hijacked,	  	  predatory	  journal	  (IJRLS)	  

The	  fake	  journal	  

a	  Philippine-‐based	  publisher	  and	  conference	  organizer	  
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Journals	  published	  by	  IAMURE	  (Interna1onal	  Associa1on	  of	  	  
Mul1disciplinary	  Research),	  which	  is	  based	  in	  Cagayan	  de	  Oro	  

a	  Philippine-‐based	  publisher	  and	  conference	  organizer	  

publica1on	  fees	  of	  an	  IAMURE	  journal	  

a	  Philippine-‐based	  publisher	  and	  conference	  organizer	  
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editorial	  board	  of	  	  an	  IAMURE	  journal	  

h^p://www.iamure.com/publicaLon/index.php/ijss/about/editorialTeam	  

a	  Philippine-‐based	  publisher	  and	  conference	  organizer	  

This	  IAMURE	  internaLonal	  journal	  	  performs	  grammar	  and	  plagiarism	  checks	  on	  	  
submi^ed	  papers,	  but	  not	  on	  its	  own	  website.	  

h^p://www.iamure.com/publicaLon/index.php/ijss/about/editorialPolicies#peerReviewProcess	  

a	  Philippine-‐based	  publisher	  and	  conference	  organizer	  
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predatory	  conferences	  

Predatory	  conferences	  are	  money-‐making	  scams	  with	  	  
poor	  (or	  non-‐existent)	  paper	  review	  procedures.	  Incen1ves	  
for	  par1cipa1on	  include	  side	  shows,	  tours	  and	  a_rac1ve	  
cer1ficates	  of	  par1cipa1on.	  	  	  
	  
In	  some	  conferences,	  the	  	  paper	  presenta1on	  fee	  	  
includes	  publica1on	  in	  a	  (predatory)	  journal.	  	  
	  
	  
Predatory	  conferences	  are	  usually	  ‘interna1onal’	  or	  ‘global’	  

predatory	  conferences	  
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IAMURE	  	  	  4th	  World	  Research	  Fes1val	  

IAMURE	  	  	  4th	  World	  Research	  Fes1val	  



3/28/16	  

32	  

Among	  the	  awards	  given	  at	  the	  World	  Research	  Fes1val:	  	  
	  Best	  Oral	  Research	  Presenter	  
	  Best	  Powerpoint	  Presenta1on	  
	  World’s	  Best	  Dressed	  Researcher	  
	  World’s	  Most	  Talented	  Presenter	  
	  Outstanding	  World	  Researcher	  
	  World’s	  Outstanding	  Filipino	  Research	  Leaders	  

	  
	  

IAMURE	  	  	  4th	  World	  Research	  Fes1val	  

Beware	  of	  interna1onal	  conferences	  which	  focus	  on	  tourism	  	  	  

h^
p://w

w
w
.ictelsingapore.com

/	  

Another	  predatory	  conference	  
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Beware	  of	  interna1onal	  conferences	  which	  focus	  on	  tourism	  	  	  

Another	  predatory	  conference	  

Beware	  of	  interna1onal	  conferences	  which	  focus	  on	  tourism	  	  	  

Another	  predatory	  conference	  
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Beware	  of	  interna1onal	  conferences	  which	  focus	  on	  tourism	  	  	  

Some	  conferences	  feature	  disLnguished	  speakers	  
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predatory	  academic	  book	  mills	  

LAMBERT	  Academic	  Publishing	  

vanity	  press!	  

ICDM	  2015,	  Sydney	  (InternaLonal	  Conference	  on	  Discrete	  MathemaLcs)	  
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ICDM	  2015,	  Sydney	  (InternaLonal	  Conference	  on	  Discrete	  MathemaLcs)	  

ICDM	  2015,	  Sydney	  (InternaLonal	  Conference	  on	  Discrete	  MathemaLcs)	  
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ICDM	  2015,	  Sydney	  (InternaLonal	  Conference	  on	  Discrete	  MathemaLcs)	  

Predatory	  publishers,	  bogus	  conferences	  
and	  academic	  book	  mills	  are	  insidious	  
threats	  to	  the	  integrity	  of	  our	  research,	  
scholarship	  and	  our	  academic	  standards.	  
	  
How	  do	  we	  protect	  our	  faculty,	  
researchers	  and	  ins1tu1on?	  	  
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Author:	  	  
	  
1.  Perform	  due	  diligence	  when	  choosing	  a	  journal	  

for	  your	  paper.	  	  
2.  Consult	  your	  colleagues.	  	  
3.  If	  the	  journal	  asks	  for	  a	  processing	  fee,	  check	  

blacklist	  of	  predators	  (Beall’s	  List)	  and	  whitelist	  of	  
legi1mate	  open	  access	  journals	  (DOAJ).	  

4.  Remember	  that	  there	  are	  good,	  reputable	  
journals	  that	  do	  not	  charge	  publica1on	  fees.	  

Department:	  	  
	  
1.  Draw	  up	  your	  own	  list	  of	  good	  journals.	  
2.  Prac1ce	  self-‐regula1on	  and	  review	  at	  the	  level	  of	  

the	  departments/	  disciplines.	  	  
	  

How	  do	  we	  protect	  our	  researchers	  and	  ins1tu1ons?	  

Thank	  you.	  
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Extra	  slides>	  


