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Sustainable Development Goals (2015)
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The Paris Agreement 

3

Global effort to keep temperature rise below 2oC
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Exploring the nexus…
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SDGs and DRR
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Goal 11 Targets

• 11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and 
the number of people affected and substantially decrease the 
direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic 
product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, 
with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable 
situations
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Goal 11 Targets
• 11.b By 2020, substantially increase the 

number of cities and human settlements 
adopting and implementing integrated 
policies and plans towards inclusion, resource 
efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change, resilience to disasters, and 
develop and implement, in line with the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management 
at all levels 
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Total natural disasters, 1900-2015
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10

Thomas and Lopez, 2015
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Thomas and Lopez, 2015
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ESCAP, 2015



Total fatalities and affected people in Asia-
Pacific
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ESCAP, 2015



Economic losses in Asia Pacific
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GDP loss as a result of disasters
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Goal 13 Targets
• 13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive 

capacity to climate-related hazards and 
natural disasters in all countries

• 13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 
national policies, strategies and planning

• 13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising 
and human and institutional capacity on 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact 
reduction and early warning 
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Increasing exposure to tropical cyclones
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IPCC SREX, 2012



Increasing exposure to floods

19

IPCC SREX, 2012



Numbers and Types of Natural Disasters, 1950–2012.

Increasing climate-related disasters

Leaning J, Guha-Sapir D. N Engl J Med 2013;369:1836-1842.
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Impacts of CC on GDP of SE Asia  (ADB, 
2009)

GDP could decline by up to about 7%

Worse than global average
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Cost and benefit of adaptation (ADB, 2009)
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Philippines: a living laboratory
for SDGs, CCA, and DRRM nexus
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Most at risk countries 1994-2013
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Germanwatch, 2015
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Ground zero…
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In October 2009…
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23 July 2010

In July 2010…

27



Super Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) has 
captured global attention
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Tacloban City…before



Tacloban City…after
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• One of the strongest ever to hit land (>300 kph)

• More than 6,000 died

• More than USD 1 billion in damages
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Challenges

• How does one prepare for once in lifetime event?

• How do we communicate risk that people have never 
experienced before (eg storm surge)?

• How do we build better, given that the recurrence of this event 
can take decades or a century?

• What lessons can be more widely applied?
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Accelerating the nexus

• Better coordination among agencies that deal with SDGs, 
disasters, and climate change

• Ensuring that local implementers are not over burdened 

• The private sector and civil society can contribute significantly

• Research efforts that facilitate efforts at integration need to be 
supported
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Thank You!!!


